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Acts iif 37.. . 

■ 

Now^.when ihey heard ihis^ they were p 
in their hearts^ and said to Peter ^ ai 
ether jtpostles^ Men and irethreny 
shall we do to be saved? 

IN" tills chapter you have an accou 
thfe -effects of the Apostle St. P 
fan^ous '^rmon ; having told the Je^ 
thq vc^rteK 1)$fore my text, that fbey 
the mitn f hat h»d ajudfied ih^ Lord o 
and sH^ the br0pdt>f the Son of God. 
they iiadconsetated t6 it and imbrued 
hands in it. 1 his stung their con^cic 
and pricked their hearts: the arro\ 
the Lord, which the Apostles had sh( 
cretly into theit soulSyCaipe home to 
Ararts and conscitTicts^ O^-jX xVv^'^ < 



lb longer ; but came to Peter and the 

and said, What shall we do to be 

7 

■ 

le doctrine which I would briefly 
of from thesie words is this : 

ctTine an unfeigned sorro\v and con- 
n of heart, convinced of God's hatred 
!, is absolutely necessary to salvation. 

is is that we c^l the beginning of the 
: of grace, even in the bruising of a 
r^s heart,* under the sense of any sin 
fitted. ' 

t prove this to be absolutely necessary 
Vation^ not only scripture, but reason 
ell ud. For scripture see the 1 Cor. 
0. Godly sorrow causeth repentance 
salvation. And as the Prophet David 
r bitterness of his spirit, said,^ Thou 
St miile eyes waking, and my sin h 
lefore me. ff the Lord loves a sinner 
i<?ans to do him good, he will not let 
nner alone in his own sinful courses, 
iH free him from his den, bruise and 
liim as in a mortar. What caused 
's sorrow but his sin? He needed 
toring', hi'J he not been degraded. 



:f^- 



Well then, is this a work of grace 
this contrition and sorrow for sin, a be 
ning of repentance ; then it must need 
of great necessity to salvation. 

NoW; that something may be hintec 
put sinners in a way to this unfeigned 
row, let me beg of you, in the bowel 
love, earnestly djcsiring your souls well 
to meditate seriously on these threo thi 
which will if set home by the spirit of C 
help you to the aft^ work, even |>^ 
sorrow and true contrition. 

1 . Look over your past life, and lat 
to see the goodness and patience of C 
who hath been abused and despised by 
unkind dealing of yours. Oh, souls J 
member the days of old, and reckon 
God's gracious dealings with you. V 
you ever in want, who supplied y 
Were you ever in weakness, who stren; 
ened you? In sickness, who cured y 
In misery, who succoured you ? Was it 
the Lord ? j^d how can you forget 1 
who forgot not you in your low est; 
Will you reward the Lord thus? W 
shall I say of you ? Hear, O heavens, 
hearken O earth! The ox knoweth 
owner^ and the ass his master's crib ; 



1 not acknowledge God'«& kiivdhess 
mdiiosB to you ? Look into your 
gd tofowr tables aurd beds, and 
10 gives these, and continues them 
Idoth not the Lord? and yet ye sin 
this God. Certainly, my friends, 
4toedttalion on this must break the 
mA Cause sorrow for sin L But,^. 

: the tnerey, goodness, and long pa- 
if 6od, will not move nor mek you, 
rthat God is just too, if mercy can- 
rvaiil, you wHI have justice enough. 
eed, O hard hearted and undaunted 
i>the}ust law contemned, and these 
us^atutes that luive been broken^ 
It God t hit hath been provoked by 
ill: be revenged of you. Where's 
iandNebuchadnezzar, Pharoah and 
:and alt these proud 4)ersons that 
b mouths against God', and their 
igainst heaven ; what is now become 
) ! they are now in the bottomless 
lell. 

te apbsde saith, our- God is-a con- 
'firc^ Heb. xiii. 29». And if my; fine 
Bed <k sliall burn to the Jbottom of 
\feditate then-<)n the justice of God 
ed I lest thou art called to the bar 
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sdrrow, eat the bread of adversity, ani 
drink ^the watft" of afflfctioni have com 
passioii on them. See what the "Lord says 
Dteut.. • xxii. "!.* Thou shalt not see th; 
brother's ox, nor his sheep go astray, an< 
hide thyself from them ; thou shalt in an] 
case bring them again unto thy brother. 

And 'henc^orth the Lord commander 

tnfeffcy to be shewn to the unreasonable 

creature that is wearied with the weight ht 

carries. Hath the Lord care of oxen, am 

O wi!t thou help to ease the herd of th^ 

brother, that is thuis tried with the wratf 

of the Almighty ! Do you see, and cannol 

mourn for vhem . pray for them, and speal 

in the behalf of distressed souls. See what 

Job saith, Chap. -xix. 11.22.23. Oh, saitli 

he, that my sorrows were all weighed. 

they would prove heavier than the sands. 

As if he had said, ' O my friends have pity 

upon me? What, have you no regard for 

a man in misery ? Have you no pity,though 

I^e cry in bitterness of his soul ? Help, help, 

for the Lord's sake ?' O, pray for, and pity 

those wounds and vexations of spirit, 

w;hich no man feels but he that is thus 

if^buiided. The poor man lies crying un- 

c/er the burden of sin, aighwv^ and saying, 

^ffj when will God revive Vv^ dtTOVY^\vs 
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3ul ! Certainly it would make on$'s heart 
iloed ro hear the sounding away of such a 
nan, that the sword of the Almighty hath 
>ierced his heart, and he lying breathing 
mt his sorrow, as though fae was going 
!DWn to helL It is a sign that soul is 
narked for destruction of himself, who 
larboureth suchi a desperate design against 
joor wounded souls. Oh ! could you see 
lob all sniitten vnth boils, he lying iniser- 
ibly forlorn in the eye of men; and would 
rou not lend him a hand nor a mouth to 
"^- him, Clan you endure to sec them 
) ^ked to the heart; roaring and staring 
mder the heavy yoke and burden of their 
ins, crying put. What shall we do to be 
aved ? O what shall we do to escape hell - 
tnd damnation, and those unsupportable 
ind unquenchable flames of the wrath of 
3od ? Canst thou stand still, and say or 
lo nothing ; or rather, canst thou upbraid 
hem. O soul, assuredly the Lord will 
emember thee in the day of thy death, 
nd ad thou hast shewn no mercy, so shalt 
hou receive no mercy in that day ; such 
¥illing and vident opposers oi God'sgrace, 
he Lord will bring them one day on a bed 
xf languishing, and make them roar by 
brce, under the violence • of his wrath ; 
O friends, be troubled ^t OiYiexi uo>icJ«.%'. 
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and mourn in secret for all them 
mourn under the terrible burden of t 



sin/ 



Use 2. And here let tne make a Ian 
tation, in the: nature of reproof, ap^a 
the secure souls in this generation whe 
we live ; the Lord be merciful unto a w 
of men, that live urithin the bosom of 
churcli« *0 that we had a fountain oft 
to bewail this age, in this respect ; as ! 
genes went ^bout Athens^ with a lantf 
and candles, at noon day, sedcing ho 
men ; so should a minister go from cou 
to counity, and from shire to shire, 
how few would he find mourning for 

' Sin is so far from being a burden to t\ 
that it is their sport and pastime,, just 
Esau. What did he when he .had ate 
drank? He rose up to play^^jGen. : 
How few are there like Epferaiip, 
smite upon their thigh, aadHry out, V 
have I done. Men upon tkeir ale-ben< 
can swear, drink, rail against God, 

• defy the Holy One of Israel. () ! how 
rail against their sins, and wish the d 
and destruction of them. How few 
out. Men and brethren, what shall w 
to be saved ; but or the contrary. O 

it were soundly lamented for and rcprc 



I 

I 



IS 

I Maay do dcspi^ht to the spirit of grace, 
and glory in these things for which they 
have cause to be ashamed* Says the vile 
s^rearefu I have swore such a man out of 
his hou^, Saith the drunkard, I have 
dnnk «Hch a man under the table dead. 

O sinners! pray read that place of the 
apostle, and there yon may see your doom. 
I speak to impudent and incorrigible sin- 
ners, '2 thes. iL 12. That all will be damn* 
ed who beKeve not the truth, but have 
pleasure in unrighteousness. These wordsf 
^ould shake one's heart to think on rthem, 
and the Lord in mercy look upon you, and 
make sin as loathsome and bitter to you as 
ever it hath been sweet and pleasant. Oh, 
sport not. with sin. Consider that Dives, 
for a drunken feast here had a dry feast in 
hell, and could not get one drop of water 
to-cool his tongue. So- will it be with you, 
you must either repent and mourn for sin, 
or else burn for ever. What wilt thou do, 
O man, when God shall come to tear thee 
in pieces, and ^ere be none to help ; when 
God shall grant thc| devil leave to take thee 
iiito his accursed mansions, and there shale 
thou lie, weeping and gnashing of thy 
teeth for ever; there shalt thou lie blas- 
ppheming, with God's wrath^ Uke a ^ile of 
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life upon thy souU burning ixdth floods and 
seas bf tears, which thou mayest shed, but 
shall never quench it- Which way soever 
thou lookest, thou shalt see matter and 
cause of everlasting; grief. Look up to 
heaven, and there thou shalt see, O! that 
God is good for ever. Look about thee, 
, and thou shkit see devits quaking and curs- 
ing God, and thX)usaAds, nay millions, of 
sinful damned creatures, crying, and roar-' 
ing out tvith doleful shrieks ! ^^ O the day 
that ever I was born." Look within thee, 
there is a guilty tonscienee continually 
gnawing thee. Look on the time past; 
O ! those golden days of grace, aiid sweet 
seasons of mercy are gone. Look to the 
time to come, and there shalt thou behold 
devils, troops and swarms of sorrows and 
^'oes, and raging waves, and billows of 
wrath coming foaring on thee. Fly from 
it, O fools, before you feel it, bewail your- 
selves, be sorry, grieve and mourn, humble 
yourselves in the sight of the Lord, be 
pricked to the heart; go tell God you can- 
not bear your sins, they arj too heavy for 
you, much more the punishment; com- 
plain to Rim who is able to ease you. O 
vex not the righteous soul of the godly 
irom day to day, neither grieve the holy 
spirit of God, but be converted, that we 
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, way live. Cry mightlty to the Lord, per- 

r adventure 'he -may hfcar, arid forget, and 
fotf;ivb all your ' provocations; weep that 
you have not lamented more^ and grieve 
that you have not grieved nnfore for sin. 

XJse S, Is of exhortatibti, to exhort and 
beseedi poor unconverted sinners that are 
under the bamthand of f he prince ^f the 
power of tfec air, whWar^ stran^iirs to tJod 
and aliens to the covenant of promise, who 
have lived id[ this while 'without God in 
the Woffd,'t<* come' in hither, and take 
the -right wsfy to •bring your hearts to^ a 
tight pitch of sorrow. Let me tell you it 
will never repent you at the last day, that 
you have had your heart humbled; it will 
never • repent you that you have wept, 
^heiv our blessed Saviour Jesus Christ 
comes ■ to wipe away all tears front your 
eyes Hear what our blessed Saviour saith, 

, Matt. v. 4. Blessed are all they that mourn 
for they shall be comforted. Is it not bet- 
ter to endure a little torment l>ere for a 
itkill time, than to be tofniented in hell 
fire for ever ? O, therefore, if you desire 
ever to see the face of God with comfort, 

,and to ha\^e Chiist speak for you, break 
VQiUr hearts with sorrow for sin* For t.K<!. 

iprd'h' sake do not cozen "^^oMX^Vvts. ^x 
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is not- only the tears of the eye, but thf^ 
blood. of the heart, your sins must coat; ' 
and tin you comis to this^ neyer think your • 
sorrow is good. This sorrow (;pnsists, not 
in H bare rending of garments, qr change 
of apparel, or denying themselves those : 
outward (Mrnaments, as some people 'of late 
days do fooUshly conceive, who had been 
filled with desperate hypocrisy, having lef^ 
off here, and gone no further; but you 
must break off your hearts, wound your- 
selves here, and be driven into amass^ment 
for sin, or else it wiU live with you here 
and in hell too. O ! therefore, when God 
begins to work, follow the blow, and say 
with the Prophet David, Psalm xxiii. 2. 
Our eyes wait upon the Lord our God, 
until that he have mercy upon us. Get 
your consciences wounded, and resolve not 
to hear the counsel of carnal friends. Go 
thou and lie at God's footstool, and confess 
thy sins before him, for it is he that con* 
fesseth and forsaketh all, shall find mercy ; 
and where there is this true and hearty 
confession, there must needs be a godly 
sorrow for sin. 

To provoke you to it, let me leave you 
two or three motives. ' ,. 

1. Consider it is not a vain thing that 
you ^re cx/iorted to, but x\vaX. \ypQ\\ viVvvix 
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be life of your souls depends ; for with« 
nit a thorough sense and pricking.. at the 
leart for sin, there is nO; salvatipn frcMp 
;io. He that would - be Christ's disciptef 
nust leave all he hath, - father, inother, 
Kdfe, children, all that's near and dear to 
lim, andjtake up the cross and follow 
Christ. He that would be a true covepaiit 
(pust'.both confess an4 grieve for sin, as t^ 
Prophet Ezekiel s^ith. They shall remem* 
Ttw their ways that were not good, -and 
shall be ashamed. O then be peFswcfed^ 
poor careless and unregenerate sinners^ to 
aoipd the check of your conscience witbioi 
^ou, and the clear perspicuous light of the 
{espel without you, and come among the 
Dumber of mourners to mourn for sjaa. 
f ou' may mount your eyes out: hereafter^ 
H)d answer no purpose. Better weep her^ 
L while, than for ever in hell; for ouf 
Udrd Jesus hath said, -Blessed are the 
aiourners, for they shall be comforted. 
□^ souls, these are no trivial things; press 
^ou to ; the Lord make you serious. in your 
iQFrow. for sin, that it may be such godly 
KPKtrow as worketh lite and peace. 

2. Consider deep and hearty sorrow for, 
^ld true confession of sin, is a very hon- 
ourable thing in the eye^ of God and good 
men. O souls, it will tend to your ever- 



■J^MitW?^^*'^%ii 



18 

lasting honour and renown. In the great 
day, when God shall acquit you before all 
the world, both angels,' men, and devils, 
and say, * Here behold the ingenious con- 
fessor, and the true godly moflrner, who 
was hot ashamed to say, in sin I was con- 
ceived, and in iniquity brought forth/ 
This weeping soul have comforted with 
my Spirits, and he stands justified by my 
scm^s merits. TH honour him wtth a 
iDantle that is better than that of all the 
daughters. Come then. Oh soul, see 
among the mourners in Zion, as every one 
desires to be comforted, land as every one 
would be so highly honoured. 

S. Consider then that godly sorrow and 
cohtession of sin is a safe things it is the 
best and ' safest way to heaven and glory. 
Is it safe td contend with God ! Can briars 
arid thorns contend with God in battle ? 
Is it safe to faU into the hands of the liv- 
ing God with the guilt of all your sins dti 
you? No, therefore consider what I have 
said, and the way I have fixed on, viz. 
Godly sorrow, and true heart-breaking 
for sin ; and the Lord give you under* 
standing in all 'things. ' 

Now to God the Father God the Softf and God tie 
Hoiy Ghosly three persons and one Qody he given (at ie 
most duet J all honour ^ glory ^ and fraisCi now and fit 
,?vrr% Amen* 
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l}«VVaTt^TED BY\ 



TH£ EVILS OF INT£MPEBA}7CE. 

i ■''■'.- ' ' '. '■ ■■'.■■■' 

C^YfiUS, when quite a youth, at the 
r^ . court of his gFand&ther, Astyages, 
undertook ope day .to perform the office 
of cufMbearer- He delivered the cup very 
gracefuUiy , ■ but omitted the usual custom 
of first ;t4Sting it himself; The king re- 
fninded him of it, supposing he had for- 
gotten: . 

: «• No, Sir,'' replied Cyrus ; " but I was 
afraid thero might be poison in it ; for* I 
have observed that thelcirds of your court, 
after drinking, become noisy, quarrelsome, 
and; frantic; and that even you. Sir, seem 
to have forgotten that you were a king." 
i--*f Does 'not the isame thing," replied 
lAstyages^ *t hapjten-' tb^ your* father?" — 
•'Never,'- answered GiytuSi-*^*' How then?" 
.^c( Why, when he has taken what wine he 
chooses, he is no longer thirsty— that is 
all." 
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SO 

Happy th& man who shall live in those 
day^ in w^ich c)i^ practice of exqe^ive 
drinkirt^ shall be utiiversalty laid asideV and 
detested ! At present, we can scarcely name 
a vice more coinniciA^ bV tftat is carried to 
a more alarming height. It prevails in the 
city V lA the town, m the vSkge, ifi the 
hamlet, among gentlemen, who ought to 
blush for its vulgarity, -iknd among labour- 
ers, who can ill bear the expense* Are 
there not intemperate 'lyoung'Tneny iht^iru 
perate old men, intemperate' parems, in- 
teitiperate magistrates, intempera^te 'profess 
8ors ot religion, intemperate- "preachers of 
the Gospel I Oh ! couU we vie w.tfae scenes 
which intern pertince . create^ in the ale» 
bouse, the. tavern^ and the festit^ parlour; 
what grief, what indignation, within us! 
There is woe, there ^ is ^ sorrow, there is 
• contention, there is babblings therb is red- 
ness of • eyes, thaiie ria*e ivuounds (Without 
'cause. ' ■ ■■ "T :• . ■•»■': '■ '■* ^ 

To mark exactly the line which separates 
sobriety from excesiS, !is not easy. While 
a man preserves his eye and- hi« iwider- 
stdtiding clear, ' while >h^ speaks without 
faultering, whiku hns> pafssions are undis- 
turbed, and his ^tep fib*!!! ;who shall accuse 
him ? Yet, with all these. favourable appear* 
ances, he may be guilty. 
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Tliere xpay be. excess, where there is no 
discovery of it; it is wdl for those who 
abhor the former as much as they would 
dread the latter. To them conscience is a 
better: guide tbm a thousand rules. . Every 
ODC . .kn<> ws . wixcn lie has quenched his 
t^rst j diluted bis food, refreshed his spirits ; 
wbal doe8\a man waDi more ? ^ He claims 
a cheerful glass in addition.'' We are jea* 
lousi^.that cheerfittlrglass ; we fear it will 
provis one too many; ; ' and siidi assuredly 
it is^tWbrn k becomes questiooabie to a 
tDzxi^$ own, miAdy whether he is intoxicated 
or stjli sober. 

1st him that would guard against all 
;^ipiroaches otthid hahit< conskier the evib 
which attend it. ? •, - ; ■ 

Excessive: Drintmg U imprudent. It brings 
dimness and deciay over the faculties of the 
soul ; it has made the rich poor, and the 
condition of the poor intolerable ; it robs a 
maa.of his real friends, and gathers round 
hiio designing knaves, and empty, fools; 
it destroys the taste for innocent and solid 
pleasure \ it arms! reflection with a sting ; 
it sows tjie.seed of innumerable disorders ; 
it has brought millions to a premature^ 
grave* 

E:ceemve Drinking ii sinful. Usually it 
suspends the exercise of 8f>\ixid xea^^oT^^ '^t^^ 
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tiitis levels the noblest distinction between 
men and brutes ; it is an ungrateful waste 
o^ the Creator's bounty; it is disobedi* 
ence: our Lord having expressly com- 
manded his disciples iot take heed, 4est at 
any times their hearts should 'be over- 
charged with surfeiting and drunkenness c 
it is a practice of which the natural effect 
is to stupify conscience ; then vice rushes 
in like a flood, ccgifidence is betrayed, 
anger storms, the defiled heart meditates 
fornication and adultery,- the- robber is 
wrought up to the ruffian pitch, duty khd 
danger are equally despised.— Go to the 
drunkard's residence: what injustice, what 
barbarity, whai wtetchedness^ are eJH^m- 
plified there ! Imagine the offender to be 
poor, and you complete the picture.' He 
who should b^ tbe counsellor, the comfort, 
the ornament, of that family, is its tempter, 
its trouble, its reproach. His wife and 
children, when alone, enjoy a respite, and 
begin to^' brighten up; he returns, they 
tremble, and are again distracted. ' He has 
«pent their money, he has quarrelled, he 
has met with mischief : sometimes he for- 
gets it — ^and then ha only disgusts them 
with buffoonery and nonsense ; more fre*. 
gucDtly be remembers it— and rnen he 
^^'eaks upon them the sp\te aivd few^ col- 
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lected tand inflamed amidst a drunken 
crew; and they must bear it; tliey must 
be stunned by his stupid roar ; they must 
weather the tempest of blasphemy ; they 
must be sickened by the .approach^ of his 
loatfaKome person; they, for his prodiga- 
lity, most appear half-naked, and live half- 
starved. 

Excessive Drinking- is a hnbii soon formed^ 
rapid in its growtb>, and hard to root up. At 
first a man drinks &r refreshment, he then 
takes a larger draught for pleasure, he still- 
adds a h'ttle and a little,- till he can never 
leave his cups xvithout taking a little too 
much*. His appetite increases as it is in* 
dulged; the quantity which once intoxi- 
cated, ndw does but just clieer him ; he 
feels a craving,- he removes it by ej&cess; 
he craves again, and becomes miserable, if 
he does not again receive an extravagant 
supply. Thus he degenerates into the 
finished sot; and then, whatever intervals 
of remorse disturb him, whatever tears 
flow, whatever promises and vows are 
uttered, be generally relapses, grows worse 
and worse, and — dies. It may be easy, 
O young man, to refrain in these thy sober 
days; but intemperance, when perfected 
into a habit, defies the powers of a warn- 
ing: i^oice, and would in cnw^ YCi.^v^^^n, 
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lead us to withdraw^ our counsels in des« 
pair, but that we recollect, a dying thief 
has been converted, God is able of stones 
to raise up children unto Abraham, with 
God all things are possible ! 

We shall be well rewarded, if, by means 
of this paper, one person, hitherto igno-^' 
rant and insei-sible, be led to the Saviour. 
He will blush and mourn for the past ; but 
his prospects will open into a glorious im- 
mortality. Disgiisted with the pollutions 
of the world, and with the' excess of riot 
to which he himself may liave run, he will 
henceforth keep under his body, and bring 
it into subjection, he will abstain from 
fleshly lusts^ whidi war . against the soul ; 
in one word, "he will live under the influ- 
ence of this apostolic and most important 
exhortation: 

*' Whether ye eat, or drink, or whatso- 
ever ye do, do all to the glory, of God J 



f9 



FINIS. 



*^.. 



CRAWFORD'S TRACTS. 

No. 2. 



CHRIST'S 

Invitation to his Bride. 

An Important and Interesting Sermon. 

Preached at Ettriek, on a Communion occasiottf 
en the iBthJuly, 1716. 



Bt the Ret. TflOMAS BOSTON, 
brTHoa or th* Bonv or Ditinitt, Foobi-old State, &e. 




XILMAlNOCKt 

' PRINrSD DY H, CRAlVFOEtD. 

1830. 



HH 









Christ's Invitation to his Bridi 



Song iv, 8. 

Ccme iviih mefroni Lebanon^ wy spotfse, *wi 
me from Lebanon : Look from the top , 
Amana^ from the top of Shenir and Her mo 
from the lions* dens, from the mountains 
the Icbpards. 

T^HIS world was never designed to be tl 
•^ fixed abode of the children of mo 
and therefore there was a restraint la^ upc 
x)ur first parents in paradise, .as to the fo 
bidden tree, shewing that they behoved * 
iook to another world for their happinec 
Man was once set fair on the way to tl 
land where glory dwells, but he lost I 
way, and now poor sinners are foui 
wandering on the roountiiils of vanil 
The first Adam maiiaged ill, and bioug 
tis into this condition. But behold t 
second Adam came to gather the disperse 
of Israel, and to lead th.em on their way 
the better country. Hear his voice in t 
text, calling his people to leave the wea 
worid and go homcwaid with himself. 
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The text IS divided into two parts. 

1 Christ's pfracious call to his people to 
leave the world as mountains of vanity. 
And here is a double call which runs more 
emphatically in the original, thus, " With 
me from Lebanon, O spouse, with me come 
froril Libanon." In the first of these calls, 
observe the party to wuom it is dir<"cted, 
namely, to Christ'-s spouse. Those persons 
that are espoused to him by embracing him 
in the covenant. It is to be observed that 
this is the first time, that the church g<!Jts 
this natiie in this song. We read of the 
espousals before, chap. iii. 1 1 . And here 
he begins to own the relation, for some 
special reason surely which I conceive to be 
this, which may give us a just notion of 
the call. It was a ctistom among the Jews/: 
that the Bridegroom took the bride out of 
the cify into the fields, where they had 
their nuptial songs, and afterwards he 
brought her back again, leaning on him 
into the city to his father's house. Vd' 
this custom there seems to be an allusioti^ 
chap. viii.'5. " Who is this that cometk 
up from the wil Jcrncss leaning upon her 
beloved ?" And here also in the text.' 
And thus it is a call to Christ's 'bride to 
rise and come away with her Bridegroom, 
to the city abovcj to liis fath.^r's ho;^ '»* 



1 he place from which she is to cotnef 
from Lebanon* It was a goodly pleasant 
mountain. It was a part f F the good land 
that is beyond Jordan, even that goodly 
hiountain and Lebanon. It was an odorifer- 
ous place, Hos. xvi. 6. and so niay well 
represent the smiling world, which yet is 
only a bulky vanity, a place where Christ's 
spouse must not think to take up her abode. 
Observe also the company oflered her in 
her journey home, with me^ it is the society 
of her Bridegroom and Lord. In the world 
she cannot lexpect to have communion, with 
him continued with her. So far as the 
deceitful world gains upon her heart, she 
loses of her communion with Christ. The 
u)anner of the call merits attention. It is 
an abrupt and hasty expression, intin>aiing 
her great danger in sitting still, that there- 
fore she must come away quickly, not ling- 
ering; and that he was very earnest to 
have, her as it were plucked out of the fire. 
In the second of these calls, observe Christ's 
glory ^nd excellency proposed to. counter- 
balance ail the ensnaring glory of the world. 
With me^ come wttb me And therefore in 

the tormer clause the ojQer of his society, 
is supposed sixfficteut to draw her heart from 

the u orld. The world's. gk>ry dazzles the. 

-ve^^ and arrests the hearts, even of the 
rs people, till they see the transcend- 



cnt glory of their Lord, and this looses 
them from it, and makes them willing 
rather to go with Christ, than to sit stitl 
in the world's embraces. 

Again, observe that the call is fuHy ex- 
pressed. Come with me from Lebanon. Come 
13 an engaging word. I he success of t"fie 
Romans in their wars was ascribed to the 
word of command, which their military 
officers used. It was not go, but come. 
And how justly may it be expected that 
the hearts of the Lord's people at the htor- 
ifig of that word from their Lord and hus- 
band. If the way be steep and difficult, he 
orders them not to go alone. Whatever 
they leave for him, they shall have himself 
in its stead, 

2. Christ's gracious call to leave the 
world' as mountains of prey, dangerous 
mountains. Observe here another emblem 
of the world. It is represented by three 
cthet mountains, Amana, Shenlr, and Her- 
moD, which two last some think to be but 
two tops of one mountain. We read of 
the pleasant dew of Hermon, Psalm cxxxiii. 
and it is liKely all these mountains were 
pleasant ones as well ;is Lebanon. But yet 
they were indeed dangerous, for the lions 
had their dens there, and the leopards their 
hiunts there. And thus the world is a 
dangerous place to Christ's spoube. She is 
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ill h'liy.ard vvtiile in it. Even in the midst 
of worldly felicity, there are fearful snares. 
The li<^ns dens are expressed emphaticaUy, 
to strike her \vith a horror ot the place, 
that, she may haste a\yay. 

Observe also the duty to which the 
Sfpo|ise is called, that is to look from them. 
Ihis niu§t be by an eyt; of faith, to. look 
from these ihountains to his Father's house, 
the si{;bt of which viould inflame her to go 
with him thither, even as Moses saw C?.- 
KiiLan^jTrom Pisgah. It is surely a looking 
from them in order to leaving them ; and 
indeed the word may signify to direct one's 
course, and this very word, Isa. Ivii, 9. is 
Tendered thou wcntest^ and implies a state- 
lireso in going, agreeing well with the 
noble contempt of the lieight of worldly 
exceilercies, arising in gracious souls, from 
theii' communion m it h their Lord in their 
wav horiic. 

Doctrine — It is' Christ's call to his bride, 
tQCome av%ay homeward with him to his 
Father's house* from out ot the deceitlul 
and dangerous v.'orld. < 

For :be illustration and improvement of 
this doctrine, I vhali 

I. lake notice of some things supposed 
in this kind call and invitation. 

II. I shall e:i:plain this coming from the 
wo^:ld, " ., 
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III. I will show the import of coming. 
. away with Christ from the wbrld. I a:n 

f then, 

I. To take notice of some thinpjs sup- 
posed in this kind call and invitation jto 
: come away from out oi the deceitful and 
dangerous world. 

, 1. It supposeth that Christ's bride is yet 
in the world. She is not yet carried home 
to his Father's house, where the marriage 
is to be consummated. Our l^ord in his 
prayer for himself and his people takes no- 
tice of this. " And now 1 arn no more in 
the world, byt these are in the worU, and 
I conic to ihee/' Christ's bride is yet in 
a state of imperfection. Though brought 
out of Egypt, yet not corxie to Canaan, but 
sdU in the wilderness. 

V. Though she be there, and perhaps has 
bccrt there many years since rhe was united 
ta Christ, yet he has not forgot her, but 
kindly remembers her still, whatever she 
may think otherwise. '* But Zion, said 
f tlie Lor.d, hath forsaken me, and my Lord 
i;. hath forgotten me. Can a woman forget 
. )^r sucking child, that she should not 
Ii«vc compassion on the son of her womb ? 
■ Yta, tiiey may forget, yet will I not for- 
get tb<e. B;.hold 1 have graven thee upon 
the palms of my hands; thy walls arc con- 
tiofi^ly before me.'' Neither distance of 
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of place betwixt the mountain of myrrh, 
and the mountains of vanity, nor length of 
time, wears out Christ's kindly remem- 
brance of those who have once given them- 
selves to him. 

3. The world is not a place for Christ's 
spouse to rest in, she is in great danger 
there. Ihe lions have their dens there 
and leopards are ranging there. Though 
she nmst walk through it in her journey 
to Immanuel^s land, she must not be much 
dciighted with the deceitful mountains that 
may please the eye, nor lay herself down 
to be solaced with them, for she may get 
a fea:rful rising, as Sampson did out of 
Delilah's lap. The Philistines be upon 
thee. 

4. Yet sometimes the foolish creature 
lies down even among the lions' dens, and 
being charmed with the deceitful moun- 
tains is averse to come away. She hugs 
the serpet:t in her arms, not considering 
the sting,' and like the silly dove ritibtle* 
where she has been many times robbed. 
" Ephraim is like a silly dove, without 
heart: they call to Egypt, they go to 
Assyria." Perhaps when the soul first en- 
gaged with Chriht she could have been 
well pleased, there had been but one step 
betwixt the tent of the espousals and the 
marriage chamDer in the Bridegroom's 
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Father's house. But now that desire is 
away, she has taken up a dangerous lodg- 
ing by the way, and can hardly be pre- 
vailed upon to rise and open the door to 
her beloved. Song v. S. 

5. Our Lord takes notice of and is con- 
cerned for the soul's danger from the dr* 
ceitful world. And therefore he cries wiih 
earnestness to come away. Though you 
sleep in dangerous places, He that kcepeth 
Israel shall neither slumber nor sleep, lie 
knows that there is danger in places, in 
which our eyes can discern none ; and he 
shows a concern that wc may be delivered 
from it, and therefore he calls and excites 
us to come away from it. ySTc .proceed, 

II. To explain this coniing from the 
world, or show what ib implied in it. 

There is a twofold coming away fiom the 
work^. 

1 . There is a natural coming out of it. 
By the course of nature, we are all on our 
way out of it. One generation passeib away^ 
and another cometh. In this respect there is 
no, abiding in it. Time runs with a rapid 
course, and whether wq sleep or wake, it 
carries us down the,.stream., and will ere 
long waft us all into the ocean of eternity : 
and then farewell forever the deceitful 
world. We are done with it forever 

2. There is a spiritual coming out of it. 
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namely, in heart and affection, ** Lay tip 
for voursclves treasures in heaven, where 
neither moth nor rust doth corrupt, and 
where thieves rlo not break through nor 
fiteal. For where your treasure is, there 
will yoiir heart be also " And thus believ- 
ers in the exercise of gnce are making 
awav out of it. They are ccming up from the 
wUcfcrncss kanin^ vpon their beloved. Wheifi 
thouc;h thiy be in the world, yet they are 
living lik(? people of ai^ottier world ; when 
thoU;j.h their bodies be on the earth, yet 
their hcArts are in heaven. This is wh?it 
Christ IB calliiu; you to this day. The sub- 
stance of which you may take lip in these 
few things;' 'Christ is sayinj? to you, 

•] . Take your last look, the par^^ing look 
of the wc^rld by faith, even as Moses did 
of the profits and pleasures of Kgypt. ** He 
esteemed the reproach of Christ preatf r rich- 
es th:in the treasures of Eg^pt : for he had 
respect iitito the recompenoeof the reward." 
You looked with an unwary eye and lay 
down; look attain 'where you are lying 
among the li'>ns* dens, and rise up, and 
haste away. Take a btflievin^ look of the 
world as it 'is represented in 'Obd's <vord, 
deceitful ?.nd 'danger ofis to the soul, '^stJiat 
which ha? wounded many, yea, and slain 
its ten thousands. Do hs he, who upon 
Jiwdkenwg finds himself at the mcnxth of a 
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lion's den, he looks to it with hofror and 
runs a^^'^'Xy. I ill you see yv)ur danger you \ 
will never conie a way. * 

' ^. Turn vour backs then Upon the things J 
of the wor!^.' Be mortified to then),' Say," ' 
" God forbid that I should glory, save in * 
the cross of our Lord Jesus Christ, by 
whom the world is crucified unto me, and 
I unto the world '* Our hearts are natural- * 
ly glued to the world. Now let the bond \ 
be effectually loo-^ed at Christ's call, that ^ 
you may mount upwards. " Who is this 
that Cometh out of the wilderness like pil- 
lars of snioke, perfumed witli myrrh and 
frankincense, with all the powders orthie 
merchant.*' Alas! how like are we to the 
bird that has a stone fixed by a cord to its 
foot, rising to fly it cannot because of the 
weight. " Let us then lay aside every 
weight, and the si a that doth most easily 
beset us, and run with, patience the race 
that is set before us, looking unto Jesus, 
the author and finisher of our faith.'* Lift 
up your hearts this day from the world*s 
smiles, resolving through grace never to be 
again beguiled with them as you havebeeDt 
*• There be many that say, who will show 
us any good? Lord lift thou up the Bight 
of thy counten mce upon us." You have 
lain long enough among the pots, and sure 
I am, you cannot but say, though you have 
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been smoked sufficiently there, yet you have 
rrver been satisfied.— Come then let us 
break the world's silver cords of death ; 
&rcp our ears at irs siren songs, that have « 
been bitterness already, and wijl be bitter- 
ness in tlie end, if we do not give them 
over. 

1 lie smiling world is meeting and em- 
bracing seme. It IS casting into their lap 
pkntijully, and still they have prospect of 
more. But O ! lake heed to the danger- 
ous embraces, lest it hug > ou to death, as 
sorely it will, if you do not shake yourselves 
loosjf of it, " For the turning away of the 
simple, .shall slay them, and the prosperity 
of fools shall destroy them.'* 1 would 
tjieiefore say to ycu in the words of Solo- 
mpp. " Look not thou upon the wine 
when it is red, when it giveth his colour 
iij the cup, when it moveth itself aright. 
At the last it bitcth like a^ serpent, and 
stingeth like an adder." The world is fiee* 
ing away from others, }ct they are still fol- 
lowing the bulky vanity, crying, who will 
show uji, any good ? But O !. give over 
the chace lest you fall on the mountains of 
varity, and injure your souls, while pur- . 
suipg shadows, uhich, if you had iheni, 
v^uld not fill your hand. ''They that 
will be rich fall into temptation, and a 
^snare^ and into many foolisli and hurtful 
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; which drown men in destruction and 
lition." 

egard not the world's frowns. "* By 
I Moses forsook Egypt, not fearing 
M^rath of the kin^ : for he endured as 
\g him who is invisible." Resolve 
lugh prace this day, to live abov^ them, 
St your face against the storm, and blow 
t weather it will, to be forward. What- 
' may befal! us, let us say with Habak- 
, ** Yet we will rejoice in the Lord, wc 
joy in th€ God of our salvation." O 
it a shame is it to see Christ's spouse 
lys hanging down her head, v/hen the 
Id throws its brows. The clouds will 
rn after the rain in these lower regions, 
there is po correcting of the bad air 
blows in the weary land. Let us re- 
e to take it as it comes, as those \xho 
not to. stay ^ith it, who have business 
nothei? world, and must Deeds be f4)r- 
d, be it foul, be it fa;r, 
. Give up this day mrh the men of the 
!d, never more to mix with the natives 
le weary land ; who labour for nothing 
the entertainment r.f Lcbaiion,. and 
> hajve taken up their honveaniong the 
5* dens. " Wherefore come out from 
ng them, and be ye separate, saith tljc 
i, and touch not the unclean thing, 
I will receive you." You^ have sported 
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lonig enough with them, aboiit the h 
the a'^p and the cockatrice den, and 
seen many of them fall in, yet you an 
served. Now come awav und leave t 
lest you fall in next. Be exhorted 
save yourselves from" this untoward 



ration/' 



Give up with the way of the mi 

the world. — ** Enter not info the pa 

the wicked^ and go not in the way-c 

incn. Avoid it, pass not by it, turn 

it, and pass away/* Give over their 

ioiiS, thoupjh they be fashions with ^ 

you have been bred. Forget also thin 

people^ and thy fa her* s house. It you 

a mind to cttoe aHvay with Christ 

must this day commence non-cOnfoi 

to the world, " Be not cohforrDed \ 

world, but be vc tnir.sfonned by i 

Viewing of your mir.d/' Resolve I 

fdrrh to 5cek another portion, thar 

with which they tafce up. Id follow ! 

and more noble designs than they dc 

thit your joys and sorrows shall i 

'•mother channel than theirs do. 

Give up with their company. *' I" 
walkcth with wise men shall bo wi3 
a companion of fools shall be destr 

If Yoii are resolved to come awa'i 

■ 

Christ, then they are not t^oing you 
therefore youMnmst forsrakc ttiem. 
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iBouM vou live with them, when vMi 
would not desire to die wit^ them. Fvil 
company h-A'^ ruin'd many, it has been the 
grave of their convictions, the pit in wliich 
jgpod purposes and resolutions have perish- 
ed, the wall of separation betwixt God and 
many a soul, and so in the end the ahi»o* 
Jute destruction of many for eternity. Let 
us now proceed, 

III. To show the impk>f t ot coming away 
with CK^^st from the world. 

I. Our Lord has a better pl^cc for yciur 
reception, than the world can be in its best 
kess. " Biit nc)\v they desire a better 
:ountry, that is an heavenly : Wlierefore, 
Bod is not ashamed to be oiled their God; 
x^r he hath pmvif^ed for them a city.*' 
Ihis is the new Jerusalem. 

There his Father's house stands. And 
In that hoiise are many mansions. If you 
isk where the citv is situated ? It is in the 
better country, Immanud's land, the land 
fhat is blessed with sin eternal spring, in 
R^bich are no clouds, no nip lit, but an. 
eternal day. If you inquire after the pro. 
hs of the house ? There is in if an eternal 
freight of gh^ry. 1 he possessor (^f it sliall 
nherit all things. Rivers of pleasure are 
here. As to the dipnity of the hous.'\ the 
ahabitants are all Kings and Priests unto 
j'Od, The society ot saints, angels, and 
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to be ever with the Lord, constitute th 
feiicif y of the place. 

2. Our Lord can assuredly bring yo 
into this glorious and happy place. Bu 
O ! will I obtain admission ? Why, com 
with me, says Christ, there will be no hir 
derance if you enter along with me. H 
Father has made him Lord of the lane 
Lord high steward of the house. " A 
power, saith Jesus, is givien unto me i 
lieaven and in eartli.'* He has purchase 
the house, the country by his own blood 
and he must either lose his expensive pn 
perty, or have it peopled with the sons ( 
fallen Adam. 

3. That place is his own choice. It 
long since he gave orders to tell his peop 
irhere he was going. " Go, said he \ 
my brethren, and say unto them, I asceii 
unto mv Father, and vour Father ; and i 
iny God, and your God.*' Now, says h 
come with me. When he was in tl 
world, he never intended to stay, for 1 
despised it. He regarded not the smil 
and fi.itterics of the world. A crown he 
l>e did not value. He despised the frow 
of the world, and endured ihr. cross. W( 
may he say come, he says not go, for ', 
orders }(>u to ride no ford, but what 
himself hath passed before you. 

4. Christ is in hb way thither, out 
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world to hxi Father's house, the better 
itry. What, is not Christ there al- 
ly? True, Christ personal is there, 
Christ mystical is not there yet. There 
ravishing sight in the wilderness, if 
could sec it. There is a march sound- 
h the wilderness and Christ's camp is 
d, and the fair army is upon their 
ch to Iihmanucl's land, and they are so 
advanced in their march, that the Fore- 
ner, the General and the van have 
idy got over Jordan, and the rear is 
ling up with displayed banners, and 
r will be there too ere long. What 
r» the sleeping world, that they do not 
fiow they are left behind, that they do 
hear the General's voice, saying, come 
y with me. 

, Our Lord is very desirous of your 

pany by tfee way, ye?, and to have you 

J with him for altogether. Come, en- 

fourselves ye natives of the mountains, 

leave the lions' dens. Come up ye 

jglers, keep up your ranks. Our Lord 

s to have you direct at his back, so as 

may receive the word of command 

encouragement, that « always going 

►ugh the army. Is there any poor fo(>l 

:en off and skulking among the lions' 

. ? He is crying to you to come away. 

.ere any poor soul uiLii back and hid- 
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inpc itself in some hole, as ashamed t 
their Captain in the face, or t6 5bo^ 
head among the fair company ? Tc 
he says, comer away ; come away fo 
onward, homeward. Yes, hoipe, 
will have vou home. " Father I wil 
he, that they also whom thou hast 
me, be with me where I am; tha^ 
may behold my glory, which tho 
given me/' 

6. Our I^rd displays his glory to 
the gospel, to win vour hearts and c 
away with him. Come, says he, u 
with me. As when the sun appea 
stars hide their heads, and have no 
by reason of that which excelleth ; 
glory of the Son of God, dir»cerned b 
will make all the glory of the world 
small candle before the bun, going oi 
smoke. 

7. Our Lord offers you, ipot ©nly 
in hope, but better in hand than the 
can ^ive you. Come* with me. 1 
compiain that he would pluck you 
breasts, it is only to pluck you off t 
the foulsome breasts oi the world 
you upon better ; *' I'hat ye may su 
be satisfied with the breasts of her c 
tion ; that ye may milk out and be <: 
cd with the abundance of her glory 

He knows the frame of our heart 
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inust always have something to feed upon, 
tod ' tbat they will never part with the 
W6rld, but for soipethtng that is better. 
J^'^h^ke thyself from the dust; arise and 
tftf down, O Jerusalem : loose thyself from 
ftbe' bands of thy neck, O captive daughter 
tof Zion/* You shall be with him, with 
Kiln at home, that is heaven.. With him 
In the way, that is heaven on the earth. 
Communion with him. Habitual com- 
liinunion in fellowship with him in his righ- 
Iteousness. death. Spirit, purchase. Actual 
i^inmunion in the communications of his 
krate and manifestations of himself, 
r 8. If you will come away, you shall go 
as he goes, you shall go together. Go as 
he goes in point of duty. Esteem all things 
: as he does'. Xet his choice be your choice. 
u|3[ej6]ce in these things in which he rejoices; 
jiid be grieved for what grieves his Spirit. 
jBdye^bat hcleves and hate what he hates* 

!%an two walh together except they be agreed? 
;And you shall go as he gue? in point of 
Wyilege. You shall have your lot with 
[biAi. Always take his side, whoever op- 
]^^ him, and you shall share in all the 
iavkhtagcs which his friends shall have of 
|he world here, or hereafter. Wherever 
%t world may drive yoii^ ^^^ will, be with 
u. 
•' 9. He will lead you and support you 
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through the whole o^ the way. Yo\] 

now in the fields of the world, ancf t 

will be difficulr steps in your way to 

city ; these will not be easily discerned. 

come with him, he will keep you : 

stumbling on the dark mountains. 

*' I will bring, says he, the bliiul by a 

which they knew not ; I will lead the 

paths which, they have not known : I 

make darkness light before them, 

crooked things straight. These things 

I do unto them, and not forsake th 

He will bear you up and bear you thr 

with all the weight of your guilt, duties 

afflictions, for you must come vnth 

leaning as the Bride upon the Bridegn 

Lastly, He will be all to yoji io all.. I 

all the world and come with me ^ for a 

the espoused bride goes with her husl 

Whatever comfort, pleasure, and de 

you drew out of the muddy streams, 

may now draw in a far superior mj 

from the fountain. Thus it shall be 

duty ai-d privilege too, to live as peo] 

another world. '* For our conversat: 

in heaven ; from whence also we loo 

the Saviour, tlie Lord Jesus Christ-" 

maintain a heavenly frame, ^ill make 

9 whole conversation heivenlj'. To b 

quent and fervent in duties, will Ick 

to fellowship with him in proviJcna 
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anc^. And that ivill make a pleas- 
ght." " Who is this that comech out 
: wilderness like pilhrs of smoke, per- 
i with nrtyrrb and frankincense, with 
wders of the merchant ?*' 

* Uses of Imfrovement. 

' ' • '■ 

IRKE-N, O sinners I to this call, which 
gives to his church. Come &way in'itb 
^ou that are. eepodsed to hiin,'tind eves 
lat are not sO| bat ztt in the visible church, 
be seeks his Bride. Come away to hinit 
with him Irom out of this world and the 
deiis. Pake yotir parting look of the moun- 
if vanity, and come away. For mdiives, 
Consider tlat these mountains are certainly 
laid waste. A fire will devour them as 
u «< Ihe earth also and the works that are 
1 shall be burnt up with fire/' Christ calls 
whom he has a kindness to make haste 
hese mountains, as Lot did out of 6edom, 
is is a certain evidence that they are devoted 
Liruction. Therefore come away and look 
ck. . And if his own were once freely outy 
le pillars are removed and this weary world 
to the fire. 

tve ^ — is it not the place of lions' dens ? 
ben c«in you be safe in it Has not the 
oaring lion his den in it i And do<»8 he 
about catching his piey in every part of 
Pet. V 8. Is 11 not full ol wicked men 
re young lions? Ma) noi the yelUngs 
you bear in their blasphemies against God 
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and religion, their roarings against fKc \ 
and the work of God, and rile devouring 
which thfey frequently make upon ihiit f 
creatures, may not all these msike it ai wear 
in your eyes. 

3. Is there any among us all, to whom 
not been a place of !ions' dens ? Let you c 
ence sp^ak, and say, has it not been in ma 
stances an unkind world t;o you ? Hovr, oft 
it touched you on the sore hjcl, and give 
a blow where you werQ.lpst able to bear it i 
often have lions and leop^ar.M as it were i 
out upon you from places where you ex 
nothing but to have.be^n at ease: ajcii in i 
And will you yet hug the serpent, and i 
that which has as often bruised ypur bones 
It no longer* but come away with Christ. 

4. In the enjoyment of Christ, ypu will 
grieved with disappotnt>nents as you hav< 
from the world. Worldly things are faire 
GfF, greater . in e^cpectation than in enjo] 
But the enjoyment of Christ wiil far surpas 
most elevated exprctAtion. " Eye hath no 
nor ear heard* neither have entered into th( 
o£ man, the things which God hath prepai 
them that love him.** The tieasure of the 
will endure through all the ages of et6ri 
How often have you put out your hand t 
up what you needed from the world, and 
you have had nothing. Every disappoii 
from the world with which you meet, ss 
Christ* come away. . 

5. He will not reward your love with, 
as the world has done a thousand timef 
love them, says he, that love me> and tho 
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k. misf early shall find me/' Have you not 
irtily stretclied yourself down on tKe deceitful 
untain8> and ere you nvere awarey; a serpent 
. bit you, and sent, you away wounded/ Have 
I not found your greatest cross one way or 
>tber in your greatest comfort, either in the 
ssession of it, or in the loss of it ? Have you 
t> where you pressed hardest for swcct, "wvung 
t bloody instead of milk^. and striking at the 
:ky tnountains for water, all you have, got was 
? (lashing in your faces. 

G You will get a surer hold of Christ, than 
er you could get of the world.. ** And I will 
ike an everlasting covenant with Iiim» that I 
ill not turn away from them, to do them goodj* 
Lt 1 will put my fear in their hearts, that they 
all not depart from me." How oft have you 
ought yourselves sure of the creature, but you 
ive been deceived ? You have dreamed, and 
'hold you were full, but awakening yo.u found 
lurself empty. All worldly things are uncertain 

life, and at death they will leave you altoge- 
er. None of them will go with you to the 
her world. 

7. Christ is altogether lovely, and this the 
orld never was to you, nor to any* of Adam's 
»ns Did you ever lie down on any place of 
le deceitful mountains, but there was si thorn 
ider you t Got you ever that good thing yet, 
xt it had a want ? 1 he tairest rose has its prick« 
B. And thorns and briars come up by the side 
' the sweetest earthly comtorts. 

8. If you will come away from the world witii 
Krist, you will need care the Jess what weather 
ow upcn the mountains. Shaking storras use 
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to be there, and for as fair as it is now, you know 
not how soon the storm may rise, and the Itons 
and leopards be let loose. Wo to the natives 
then, the inhabiters of the world, that have all 
thetr stock on the mountains. But if you be on 
your way witli Christ, he will take care of you, 
and be the blast as bitter as it will, it will be on 
your b^ck, and speed you on your way. 

Listlv, He will (ill ^nd satisfy the desires of 
your hearts ; which the wdrld never could and 
never shall. Open thy mouth, says he, wide^ 
and I will fill it. All things which grow on the 
mountain*;, are but husks to the soul. And if 
you h<id the whole world at your back, it would 
leave you with a breast full of unsatisfied desires. 
Come then restless creature. Come and rest In 
J*-sus Christ Comply with the call now. You 
will wiah you had done it at death, when you are 
driven out of the world, and at the judgment 
when driven from Christ. He is now willing to 
receive the worst of you into his blessed train. 
« B^'hoid, says he, I stand it the door and knock : 
if anv' man hear my voice and open tlie door, I 
will come in to him, and will sup with him, and 
he with me" Amen. 

. ' FINIS. 
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THE 

THE PLANT OF RENOWN. 

SERMON I. 

EzEKXEL xxxiv. 29. 
Afid I %iU raise up for them a Plant if 

Renown. 

XF we cast our eyes back upon the foregoing 
part of this chapter, we shall find a very melan- 
choly scene casting up ; we shall find the flock 
and neritage of God scattered, robbed and peeled 
by the civil and ecclesiastical rulers that were in 
being in that day ; a day much like to the day 
'Wherein we live i the ruin of the -Church of 
Christ in all ages and periods of the world, has 
been owing to combinations betwixt corrupt 
Churchmen, and corrupt Statesmen \ and so yoa 
will find it. In the preceding part of this chapter^ 
there is a high charge brought in against the shep- 
herds of Israel, and a terrible and awful threaten- 
ing denounced by the great and chief Shepherd 
against them, for the bald treatment that the flock 
0I Christ had met with in their hands. However 
^Ae sheep of Christ may be fleectSiand acattexedy 



and spoiled, yet the Lord looEs on them ; and 
many great and precious promises are ndade for 
their encouragement in that evil day ; you may 
read them at your own leisurei for I will not stay 
upon them just nowi But among all the rest of 
the promises that are made, Chnst is the chief i 
Chnst is the Tb-look of'^he Ghurchi whatever 
trouble she be in. In the 7th chapter of Isaiah, 
the Church had a trembling hearty Gold's Israel 
was shaken as ever you saw the leaves of the wood 
shaken by the wind, by reason dffWo kings com- 
bining against them: Well, thlir-Lord tells them, 
" A Virgin shall cdnceive and liear ^JSon, and« 
call his nsune Immamuel." " But, ' 'fihight the 
Church say, what is that to us i 'What encour- 
agement doth this afford in the present distress i 
Why, the Messiah is to come of the tribe of Ju* 
dah, and the family of David } arid therefore that 
tribe ztA family must be prbsetved, in order to 
the accomplishment of that proriSs^. Whatever 
distance of time, suppose hundreds or thousands 
of years, may intervene before the actual com* 
ing of the Messiah } yet the promise of his com« 
ing, as it is the ground of yoHCir faith for eternal 
sahration, so it is a security for the'preseht, that 
the enemy shall not preTail, to the total ruin of 
Jndah and the royal family of David. In all the 
distresses of the Churcli, Christ is always present- 
tl to her, in the Promise, as the Objt;ct of her 
Ua&f and the ground of her consolation ; aad^ 
accordingly, «« They looked to him," in the Pro* 
|:|&lse, ** and were lightened, and their faces were 
[.iot ashamed.** Ue is here promUtd un^^^t ^t^ 
nUion of God'a Servant ; and, m x\\^ vfwftc% oS. 
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tho text| he is pi»>mi8e4 as a Renoittnei Plan\ 
ihaX was to rise in the fulness ofr time. An( 
blessed be Codt he has sprung up, and is in hea^ 
en already, and has overtopt all his enemies^ ar 
all his enemies shall be his fqptstooL 

1st. Here, thf^n, you have a.cpmfortablePn 
mise of the Messiah ; where, again^ you may ni 
tice the Promiser; /, I mil raise upf 4i€. It 
a great I inde^ $ it is JEHOV AH> in the pe 
son of the Fathsb .- It was he thatf in a peculi 
inaiuieri sent hifij << God so loved the worl 
that hQ g^ve his only begotten Son, that whosi 
ever beliiveth in him should not perish^ but ha' 
everlasting" life.-<i-In the fulness of time he se 
forth his Son, madc^ of a womani made under tl 
law, to redeem them that were under the law, th 
We might receive the adoption of Sons/^ G( 
promised to sen4"him, and accordingly he h 
actuatty;iFulfilled Jiis prppise. Again, 

^y. We may notice the blessing promise 
and that is, a Plant of Renown. — Christ gets 
great many metaphorical names and descriptio 
in scripture :7-8ometimes he is called a Ros 
sometimsf he is called a Sun^ and sometimes i 
is called a- Poor ; sometimes he is called the Ti 
of Life i. sometijxies he is called one thing, a 
sometimes another ; and he is content to be c 
led any thinff, to make himself known to us i a 
here he is c^ed a Plant, and a Renowned Plai 
but more of this afterwards. But then, 

Sdly, We have the production of this Pla: 

y ^fXf revise him up. Hell wiU endeavour Co kc 

him down} the Devil and b!ia t»|!(tAa "in^ tail« 
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our to fimothet faimi when he sets his head aboTe 
ground. So iKre find Saun sends Herod, and 
Herod sends the bloody dragoons to murdef him» 
when he came into the world : But let hell do 
its utmost as it hath done in aU agtSf and is doing 
at this day, to smother that Plant, np it will be; 
/ will raise him upf and therefore he shall pro- 
sper. But then again, 

4th]y, We may notice here, , For whom, or 
for what end, for whose use and beriefif tt is ; 
I mil raise vp /xnr them a PlatU oj Mem/wn^'^ 
Who these are, you will see by casting your ere 
.on the former part of die chapter ^ it is for the 
Lord's flock, his oppressed heritage, that are borne 
down bv wicked rulers, ciVil and ecclesiastic : I 
mUratse up for them a Pktnt of Stnown^ and 
he will be meir Delitercr. " 

The Doctrine' that naturaUy arisea from this 
first clause of the verse, is in short this, « That 
Christ is a Plant of Renown, of God's raising 
up, for the benelft and advantage of his peoplei 
or for their comfort and relief in all their distres- 
ses : he is a Renowned Plant of God's raising up." 

Kow, in discoursing this Doctrine, if time and 
strength would allow, I might, 

Ist, Premise a few things concerning this bles- 
sed Plant. 

2dly, I might enquire, Why he is called a Plant 
of Renown i 

Sdiy, Speak a little to the raising up of this 
Phnt. 
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4thl7, Tor whom he is nuted up* 
5chlyy For what end. And th^» 
Lastly. Apply. ^ . 

As to the first oixhnOf namely, 
1st. To premise a few things concerning this 
blessed Plant. * 

First) I would hAve you to know what is here 
attributed and ascribed. to Christ: It is not to be 
understood, absolutely of hin} as God, but offici- 
ally as heis Mediator and Redeemer. Consider- 
ing him absolutely a^ God| this cannot be pro- 
perly said of himi that he was raised up \ for he 
is God co-equal a^d cp-essential with the Father, 
But viewing him- as Mediator, he is a Plant, as it 
wf re, of Qai-i trai^g. You will see from the 
context, all that is said of Chnst has a respect to 
him as a Mediator, that he was to be God's ser- 
vant to do his work- In tliat consideration, he is 
here called, a Plant, and a Plant of Renown. — 
Hence, Zacharias, when speaking of him, has a 
pKras§,much tq the same purpose; « He hath 
raised up a Horn of Sulfation for us in the house 
of his servant David. Agajn, 

Secondly, Another thing I would have you to 
ocemark) ss. That this P^ant is but small and little 
in the eye^ of a Mnd world. - He was little look- 
ed upon when he sprung up in his Incarnation; 
and whetx.bQ was h^re in a state of humiliation, 
men looked upon him " as a Root sprung up- .01^ 
of a dry ground; they saw no comeliness in him 
why he should be desired." And this day, though 
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be be in a^ state of exaltation at the tight hand of 
God, yet he is little thought of, and looked up- 
oti» by the generality of mankind, and the hearers 
of the gospel $ He is despised and rejected of men . 
BlBft then. 

Thirdly, Another thing I would have you to re- 
mark, is, That however contemptible this Plant 
of Renown is in the eyes of a blind world, yet he 
is the tallest Plant in all God's Lebanon, there is 
not the like of him in it ; « He is fairer than the 
diildren of men ^" and, « He is as the apple.tree 
among the trees of the wood." If ever you saw 
him, ye will be ready to say so too, and with Da- 
vid, << Whom have I in heaven but thee ? And 
there is none upon the earth that I desire besides 
thee.** Again, 

Fourthly, Another thing I remark, is, That 
this blessed Plant of Renown, he was cut down 
in his death, and sprung up gloriously in his re- 
surrection ; the sword of Divine Justice hewed 
down this Plant upon Mount Calvary, but within 
three days he sprung up again more glorious and 
more beautiful and amiable than ever -, and, « He 
was declared to be the Son of God with power, 
according to the Spirit of holiness, by his resur* 
ruction from the dead/* 

Lastly, I would have you to remark. That all 
the little plants in the garden are ingrafted in this 
Plant of Renown : h I am the Vine, ye are the 
branches ; he that abideth in me, and I in him, 
the same bringeth forth much fruit : For withuot 
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me ye tan do ti6dung ;<^I am a green FiMreej 
from me is thy fruit found;" If you be kio» io^ 
graftedi sirs, in this Plant, you will ne?«r glow ; 
and all die trses that are not planted in him, they 
are but weeds. There is a time coming when all 
the weeds will be jilucked up, and therefore take 
heed that you be ingrafted in htm bj a faith of 
God'a openitton« So much for the nrst thing I 
proposed. 

The Second thing was to shew, That he Is n 
Renowned Plant. He is renowned in Hearen, 
and he is renowned on earth, and will be SO9 
^ For lus name shall endure for CTer," Psalm Ixxii. 
17. O he is renowned I 

For what, say you, is he renowned ? I might 
here enter upon a very large field; I shall mly 
tell you, 

* 1. That he is renowned in his Person. There 
was never the like of him ! The two natureSj 
God tfnd man, are joined together, in one, in 
him. Did you erer see that ? If you hare not 
seen that, you hare not seen the mystery of God- 
liness. He is the most renowned Person in hea« 
?en : but he is Immahuel, God manife€ted in the 
JUsh^^^Ihsn he is, 

8. Renowned for his Pedigree : Who can de* 
dare his Generation ? Considering him as God, 
his eternal generation from the Fadier cannot be 
told. We can tell yott> he is the only begotten qf 
the Father ; but we cannot tell you the maimer 
iii his generation; it is a secret that God has 
drawn a veU upon> and it is dangerous to Tenture 
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made honouraVle',^ and by the impntstioti of 
whichi the guilty ttatisgressors are acqaitted: 
«« He was siade sin for iiSi who knew no 8m»^<^t 
we might be mtde the Righteousness of God in 
btm '!* that is bis name,. '<.The Lord our Righte- 
ousness. 

* 9«' He is renowned for bis Fidne88.«--For» <<AU 
the fulness of the Go3head dwells bodily in him : 
He l^Jull ofsr4zce and truth ; full of all created 
and uncreated excellencies. 

9. He is renowned for his Love.-— What but 
love brought him out of the bosom of the Father 
to this lower world ? What but love made Iiim 
lay down his life for his people i ' 

. 10. He is renowned for his Liberality. He 
has a full hand and a free heartj as we use to say i 
he gives without money^ and he invites all to 
come and share of his fuhicr^s.. 

1 1. He is renowned for his Constancy. <> He 
is « Jesus Christ, the same to-day, yesterday and 
for ever." The best of men will fail us, when 
we trust them : But, sirs, you will find Christ 

' ay the same, to-day, yesterday and for ever. And 
then, 

12. He is renowned for his Authority and .Do- 
minion. It is great, and extenda.far and wide, 
whether in heaven above, or in the earth beneath : 
And his dominion reaches « from sea to sea, and 
from the river unto the enda of At earth :" And 
att the kbgs of the earth are but his vassals. . 
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Into i te«rch of it ; and they diat have attempteA 
it, hate commonly been bogged into Ariaot Ar« 
mlniani and Sabdliaa errora. Consideriiiff hint 
a8 maOf he is tprung of a race of ancient kingtf 
a famous catali^Eue ot them you read of in the 1st 
of Matthew. And who can dedare his genera- 
tion even as man ? For he was born of a Virgin^ 
and conceived by the overshadowing power of the 
Highest. Ilieni 



5. He is renowned for his Name.*^< He hath 
a Name above every name that can be named, 
whether in this world or that which is to come/* 

4i« He is renowned for, his Wisdom.— 'For, 
<< All the treasures of wisdoin and knowledge are 
in him/* 

S* He is renowned for his Powen For he is 
not only ike Wisdom of Oodf but the Power qf 
God. He is <^ the M::n of Grod*s right hand, even 
the Son of Man, whom he hath made strong for 
Imhself.** 

6. He is renowned for his Veracity and F1deli« 

S. For, •( Futhfnluess is the girdle of his loins.'* 
ave you got a word from him ? Depend upoa 
it, it is a sicker word, it does not fail : The word 
of the Lord endurei for ever^ when heaven and 
earth shall pass away. 

* 

7« He is renowned for his Righteousness.-— 

For, <^ He hath brought in an everlasting Rij^« 

teou$nn99 whereby the law is magnified and 
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SERMON IL 

EzBC. xzxiT. 29. 

And I iDtll f^aisc up Jot them a Plant of 

RcMfwn* 

X' Hib occasionf upon a Solemnitjr of this na- 
turei not long agot to enter upon thir wordt» but 
had not time to go far into the import of them.-— 
After I had traced the connection oC the worda a 
little, I took them up in tlie few following parti- 
culara. 

1. WeJiave here a great Blesaing promised on- 
to the Church ; and that is none other than Christ, 
under the notion of a Prince* and a Plant of 
Jlenown. 

9. We hate the Party bjr whom this Promise 
h nuidei in the pronoun I.— -I| JsHOVAHf the 
Eternal GoD| < I wUl raise up for them a Plant of 
Renown/ 

S. We have the way how this Plant of Renown 
is raised : < And-Fwill raise him up.' I that am 
the great Husbandman of the vineyard* *I wilt 
raise up for them/ &c. Then* 

4. I noticed the persons to whom the Promise 
is made* < I will raise up for them ;' that is* for his 
Church* for his people lliat are brou^ into a very 
low condition ; as ye will see by readmg the precede 
ing part of the chapter. The flock oi Christ were 
scattered by the shepherds of Israel ; the^: were 
torn* they were devoured* and under mtaifold 
trfaHs. Well* what will the Lord do for his flock 
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/lliu»iV^I^6a7r Christ in trtry respect U re- 
nowned. 

But here^ to keep t>y the phraseology of the 
the text 9 He is a renowned Plant; Wherein if he 

renowned ? 

• • • • 

Firsti I say he is renowned for his Antiquity : 
f^l was set up from everlasting, from the begin- 
ning, or ev.er the earth was," &c. All the plants 
in the higher and lower gardens of God,' they are 
but just upstarts in comparison of him. Angels 
and Arc!h*ange1S| and the greatest Seraphihis» are 
but of yesterd^, in comparison of this Plant.-^ 
He is renowned for his Antiquity, for he is, 
** The Ancient of days, and fiie Everlasting Fa • 
^er," Isaiah, 9th chapter. .. 



N* B. Here he *VDas desired to conclude his Dis» 
Qpnrset in respect tlie Work in the Chvrch was 
oveTf and that he might give "may to another 
Minister that was to preach the evening Ser^ 
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•liier plants in God's garden, as angels, seraphims, 
therabims, saints militant and triumphant, thef 
are all phnts of God*8 garden ; bat they are all 
but upstarts in comparison of him; for he was 
set up before e?er the earth was. You will see 
thac one name of this Plant of Renown is, ^ TRe 
fiTMastiQg Faiher,' 6r, < The Father of Eternity,* 
as it may be rendered. 

. It. As be is renovrned for his Antiquity, so for 
his Beauty. He is the most beautiful Plant in 
all the garden of God : < I am the Rose of Sharon, 
and the Lilly of the vallies. — He is as- the apple* 
tree am«ng the trees of the wood.'* He is re- 
fidwaedy I say, for his Beauty and his Glory ; for 
the glory of a God is in him. Is there any ijlory 
in his eternal Father ? Why, that glory sliines 
in our Immanuel, in tlie very briirhtness of it, 
Heb. i. S. < He is the brightness of the Father's 
glory, and the express image of his person." — 
Now, sirs, if ever jour eyes were opened by the 
Spirit of God, to take up the glory of this Plant, 
his glory has. just da2.zled your every eyes I You 
that never saw any glory in him, yv>u never saw 
tim to this very day. Pray that the light .of the 
glory of God, in the face of Jesus Christ, may 

Jet shine into your hearts. It would make a 
^ eartsome Sacrament, if this Plant were displayed 
in his glory among us. Sirs, have you come to 
*eehim in his glory ? O give God no rest, till 
he make a discovery of himself to your souls. — 
Then, 

5. He is renowned for his verdure, for his per- 
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in that cmutition ? He njSf * I will raise u 
th^n a Plant of Renowq^ and thej shall hv 
no more. 

The obsenration is much the same with 
words themselveSf namely> < That our Lord J 
Christ is a Plant of Renown of his Father*! 
bringing :* « I will raise up for them a Plai 
Renown/ In prosecution of this doctrine^i I 
posed to observe the ofder and method follow 

First, — ^To premise a few things concerninj 
Blessed Plant. 

Secondly, — To shew that indeed he is a ] 
of Reiiown, And then, 
, Thirdlir, — ^To speak a little concerning the 
ing up of this Plant. 

Fourthly, — For whom he is raised up. 

Fifthl7,-^For what good, or what benefit 
advantage he is raised up. And, 

Lastl7,-»To apply the whole. 

As to the first, I spoke to it, and premu 
few tlungs concerning this blessed Plant ; t 
fore I shall not stay to resume what was sai 
that head. I Jikewise entered upon the se 
and shewed that Christ is a Plant of Reno^ 
several respects,, I mentioned eleven or V 
particulars wherein Christ is renowned, but 1 
not resume these neither. I shall only tell 
few things wherein this blessed Plant is reno> 

1. In the first place. This blessed Plant, 
reaowned for his Antiquity. There are 
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land (says he) at the door and knock I If anjr 
n hear my voicef and open the door, I wiU 
ne 10 to himi and sup with him, and he with 
i/ And O let him in ! there is virtue in him 
' curing you all, though there were ten thou- 
id millioas of you more than there are ; there 
rirtue in him tor healing erery one of you.— * 
t theni 

5. This bles^ Plant is not onlv renowned for 
Virtue, but likewise for his Fertility. He is 
t a barren Plant ; he would not be renowned if 
were barren. He brings forth all manner of 
it every month \ yea, I may add, every day, 
Ty moment. — You read in Rev. xxii. of the 
ee of Life that brings forth twelve manner of 
its ererj month ; that is to say, he brings forth 
fruit that is necessary for a poor soul. What« 
T thy soul stands in need of, is to be found in 
i: see then and gather, see if you can gather 
ne of it. There is the fruit of his Incarnation ; 
re is the fruit of his Death ; there is the fruit 
lis Resurrection ; there is the fruit of his As- 
sion ; there is the fruit of his Intercession, and 
ing at the right hand of God ; there id the fruit 
lis Prophetic OfHce ; there is the fruit of his 
sstly Office ; there is the fruit of his Kingly 
ce ; there is the fruit of his appearing witiun 
Veil } there is the iruit of what he did with- 
the Veil, and without the Camp. O what 
t is here ! Here is Wisdom for fools -,' here is 
ification for the condemned soul; here is 
:tification for the polluted soul } and Clothing 
;be naked -, Riches for the poor, Bread for the 
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petit al greennessa Other plants are fading 
artd I are fading planils. < All flesh 18 grast 
all the goodluiess thereof is as the flower < 
field.* He is a Tree ever green» he nerer 
summer nor winter, and shall be ever a 
Plant to the Saints as it were to eternity ! 
millions of ages, yea myriads of ages are | 
heaven, he will be as fresh and green te t 
liever, as when he flrst saw him, or the fir 
ment the saint entered glory. Therefore it i 
the songs of the redeemed in glory are ay 
songs; and, through eternity, will aye h* 
songs, because they will aye see matter of 
song; and the mone they see, they will 
wonder at him through eternity ! Again, 

4. This Plant is renowned not only f 
Veidure, but for his Virtue. We rrtad, Rr 
« That the leaves of the Tree of Life were : 
healing of the nations.* TTiat Tree of Lift 
very same with this Plant of Renown ; the 
of this Plant are for the healing of the na 
and we that are ministers are come this < 
scatter the leaves of this Tree of Life, of this 
of Renown ; try if you can get a leaf of it a 
and set home upon your souls. Depend u; 
there is virtue in every word of hif . Sirs, * 
faith u ith a word, and you will find it wi 
the same efliracy with you, as it had w: 
poor woman with the bloody issue, th( 
healed \\ ith a touch of the hem of his ga 
who had spent all her living on doctors, 
if vou can find him ! I assure you he is he 
is behind the door of every man's heart : < 
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jx Drink for the thirstj. AU manner of 
• here, and ^e ire trying, f irs^ to skake the 
«f Life among you ; and blessed be God, 
nay isfe gathered : O f irs ! they are dropping 
S jrou; O gather, gather, for Slailvation is 
ry word that drops nom him ; for his worda 
€ words of eternallife; But, in the 

Place, This blessf d Plant is renowned for 
:ent and pleasant Savour. O sirs 1 there is 
a blessed savour in this Plant of Renown, ais 
tft a perfume dirough all the Paradise above ! 
IS cast a perfume through the Church mili« 
which in Isa. v. is called God's tincyard — • 
I ! do ye find any thing of the scent of this 
I I can tell you, if ever you have been 
to ken him, it will be so: 'Because of the 
r of thy good ointment, thy name is as oint. 
mmred forth, therefore do the virgins love 
^ The believer he finds a scent about him, 
iwi a savour from him. What is the design 
Ministers, but to cast abroad his scent, and 
ry this we win souls ; and they that cast out 
r^ the Plant of Renown out of their Ser« 
I no wonder their Sermon^ stink; and they 
idnk to eternity, that throw Christ out of 
Sermons. The great business of Ministers 
»st forth the scent of Chrisc to the people. 
I f«ad you a word to this purpose, in 2 Cor. 
'— 16. < Now, thanks be unto God, which 
I causeth us to triumph in Christ." The 
e triumphs in him, and all other honest Mi* 
I will triumph in him too ; and all Christi- 
H know him, triumph in him. < And mak- 




< The earth shall be filled wi^ the Vao^ 
the Lord, ju8t as the walera cover' the :j 
will not only fill the earths but the wheli 
throughout eternity ! O but he is a brp 
that will extend himself both to heaven a 
And this dhall serve for the second thin{ 
ed» namely. To show, that this Plant is 
Most Renowned Plavt. 

The third thing I proposed, in the pr< 
of this doctrine, was, concerning the r 
u{ibrixiging of this Plant. — ^You see it iS 
than the Great God, that raised up this 
I find the Great Jehovah glorying in his 
wisdom in the raising up of this Plant fo 
of the Church. In Psalm Ixxxix. 19. 
Lord, < I have laid help upon one that is 
I have exalted one chosen out of the ] 
have raised up David my servant : with 
oil have 1 anointed him. Here he gloi 
th^t he had raised up this glorious Flan 
nown. 

I will tell you a few things with refc 
the raising up of this blessed Plant. 

J • He was raised pp in the counsel • 
peace from eternity^ The Trinity sat i 
anent the upbringing^of hiiM ; < The O 
Peace was between them both/ Zech. 
The Father and the Son agreed upon it 
the fullness of time the Son should come 
world. 

S. He was raised up in the first pi 
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and Ete. Till this Plant was discovered 
Vienij they were like to run distracted. And, 
t sirsi if Christless sinners saui^ where they 
lieiiei and the wrath of God that is hanging over 
1^^ headsi they would be ready to run distracted^ 
till a ferelation of Christ was made to them. All 
ttf promiseSi aU the prophecies, all the Types, 
1^ i|ll the doctrines* of the Old Testament, they 
<irfve the gradual springings of 'this Plant* But it 
•;«as under ground until, 

ik- S. His acttt^. manifestation in the flesh, when, 
fftk the fulness of time, he appeared x < In the f ul« 
:j|ttS8 of time, God sent forth his Son; made of a 
woman,' &c. And, 

■ I 
I • 

• 4- This Plant was raised up even in his Death 
and Resurrection, by which he was declared to 
be the Son of God with power, by the Spirit of 
holiness. And, 

. Lastly, Hiis Plant of Renown will be raised 
.ap in the Songs of the redeemed^ through endless 
eternity^. Thus you see, Christ is a Plant of Re- 
nown, and what way he is raised up. < 

The next thing I proposed was, For whom is 
it that this Plant is raised up ? O ! may some 

rK>r thing ss^y. Was he ever raised up for me ? — 
tell you, sirs, he was never raised up for the 
fallen Angels : < For he took not on him the nature 
ef Angels^ hut he took on him the seed of Abra- 
Itam/ Our nature was highly honoured at first, 
bur it soon sunk below the Mail xltv^x^^^^'^s 
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but the second Adr::m took our nature upon 
and raised it to a higher dignity than the 
Angels ; for to which of the AngeU did this 
our appertain, to be united to the eternal Son 
God? So that, I sajr, this Plant of Renown 
raised up for manlcind-sinners, not for aageU 
sinners ; iind every mankind-sinner that aeaA 
of him, they should lay claim to him, as in If 
ix. 6. < To us a Son is giren, to us this Child i 
born ; and the government shall be upon his 
der : and his name shall be called| Wondei 
Counsellor, The Mighty God, The Ererlasi 
Father, the Prince of Peace/ To us he is giy 
unto us he is born.— I thought to have 
through what I designed on this subject, but 
vi'ill not allow. • ITie Lord bless his W^ord ! 



1 



UND OJf THE SERM0I9. 



■ i 




V 

> 



S3 

A GOSPEL SONNET, 

t the Bdievei's Full Enjcyment in Christ- 



THERE go'st thou first when in k sLiait, 
' Or vhea with grief opprest i 
;'st thou to Him i O happy gate, 
rhy Husband is thy rest, 
counsel seek'st thou still preJraT'd, 
lor canst without him lire i 
sdom to guidef and slxength to guaid, 
rhy Husband hath to gi*«, 
itt thou prodoce no pleasant pawn, 
}r token of his lore i 
m\ signets, braceletSi from his hand, 
rhy liusband'a kindn«ES prove i 
nd'st when he sent his healing word, 
(Vhich, darting from on high, 
1 light, and life, and joy afford ? 
rhy Husband then was nigh. 
itt thou the promise sweet forget 
tie dropt into thy heart? 
ch gladd'ning pow'r and Ian willi ilj 
rhy Husband did impart, 
«t thou aSv'Ct his dwelling-place, 
And mak'st it thy repair; 
cause thine eyes have seen, through grac^, 
"Shj Husband's glory there i 
iflt lore his ^at appearing d«y, 
Aad tbenon muse with ^o^ ; 
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When dusky shades will fly away» 
Thy HttsWd death destroy ? 

Dost long to see his glorioos face 

Within the higher orb. 
Where humid sorrows losing place^ 

Thy Httsband^s rays absorb i 

L^ng'st to be free of ev'ry. fault, 

To bid all sin adieu I 
And mount the hill, where glad tliou shalt 

Thy Husband's glory Tiew i 

Life where it lives, love where it loves, 

Will most desire to be : 
Such love-sick longing plainly proves 

Thy Husband's lov>s to thee. 

What is it best can ease thy plaint. 
Spread morning o'er thine ev'n f 

Is his approach thiae heart's content. 
Thy Husband's presence heav'n f 

And when deny'd this sweet relief. 

Canst thou assert full well. 
His hiding is thy greatest grief. 

Thy Husband's absence hell I 

Let thy experience be disclos'd; 

If conscience answer. Yea, 
To all the queries here propos'd. 

Thy Husband's thine for ay. 

Pertain these characters to thee ? 

Then, soul, begin and praise 
His glorious worthy name, for he 

Thy Husband is always. 

TIN IS. 



The En^rs of Popery laid open 

and confuted. 



SERMON, 

preached by the Reverend 

Mr. CHARLES FARRAL, 



it St. MxcHAN^s Church, Doblin, on Sunday^ 
f the 14th March, 1779, after his Recantation 
' from Popery. 
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1 Peter iii. 15. 



Mt tffVify^ ff^aJy to give an answer fa every man tbiU 
ashtb y9U a reason of the l^ that U in you% 
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KH.MARNOCK: 
P&INrED BY H. CaAWfORD, 
For the BootteUeru 
' 1819. 



From the Caledonian Mercury*> 2dth Apri 

Eiiiratf of a Itiferfrom a gentlnrtth in DtihHn to i 
in^Bdinburgh^ daitd'the 19ih utL . 

SundtYf March Hth^ I heaid a 
CathoBcTH^irt/^VhirhaB jait Trcantfetf ih 
of the Romish Church,) give his reasons 
dblngt in a'sermbnt which he preached!) 
^ich?ih'»- churchy to the most numerous < 
gatioQ I ever saw. In the middle of our de 
while he was tealrikig il^perf to pieces, w< 
disturbed by the mob, who put the whal* 
ence in an^ uproar for some time. One 
vagabonds threw a\nife in at a window^ 
emblem of their bloody intentions ; but th< 
prevented from proceeding any further, 
Dublin Volunteers, wlio 6iK>od at the doo 
their swords drawu, assisted by a party 
military. Mr. Fanral, our priest, behave 
great resolution, and delivered himself wit 
boldness. I beiieve^the^eXt^ere as many C 
atProtestal^-'hieaAirrg him. Thefy were 
easily disttnguiihM'by^dlllxces, In thi 
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Lcce of every FratesEanf, appeared pleasure 
saciifactioD ; while the Calholica, on the other 
dj were rolling iheir eyes, and castinK then 
to heaven, pronoitflcing na doubt, all the 
ries appointed by the Church la luch cases. 
The sermon will goOn be published, and I will 
d you » copy. But poor Mr. Farral is like to 
ht for his good oenfeMion. The day beforo 
terdayi as he was going through PiU-Ianci 
Iking with two Preet^yterian deri^ymen, some 
ihoHcs, who -knew him, called out, "There 
IS the ToKMCOjT." No more was requisite to 
Iwf and excite the Mob, who pehed all'tke 
tt wiEh stones, Sec. till Mr. Vance, one oFthe 
jilte^s, knocked down some of them with his 
e J «nd wtlh i4ie as&istatice of one of the sheriBs 
an alderman, who luakilywere passii%,'eeiied 
e of the ling.Ieaders, and ptit them in-New" 
. Mr. -Punl, ifter being cut in tke -Jtead* 
; tlieiter in a shop hard by. 
3f 'a >etCerof the 14th current, fivnt the tame 
:ldMan, we are just informed, another^ priest 
teoM^ lhe«Tr(#3i«f Rome, attd joined the 
■di of England. 
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1 PfiTER in, 15. 

Be always ready to give an answer i6 t 
man thai asketh you a reahn of the 
hope that is in you. 



nPHE form of renunciation appointed 
^ be made by every convert from 
pery, which is prescribed by the wisd 
of your church, is in genera] amply sud 
ent for that purpose, and in all casci <i 
tains in it every necessary essential: j| 
where the person who conforms, as in 
case, may, by the indulgence of your Ci 
be invited, or by the mandate of 
Bishop, commanded to officiate in- 
desk, your pulpit, or at your altar, aa 
thing more may reasonably be ezpcfl 
The rnan in whom the charitable and' 
mare spirit of your religion places so g 
, a confidence, is bound to be more p^if 
lu and full in kls decljifation. Thi|l 

A '.' "1 

' ■ t' r^ "1 
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ttion, I Know, is justly founded j- 1 
sensible it i& my duty, and I thank 

it is my happy lot this day to endea- 
ir to gratify k : in ordef to this, I have 

:n the words of the Apostle that t 
live recited to you, and upon my very' 
Iftrance I have an obstruction to remove; 
JT that Church whose tenets God has 
iven me grace to abjure, will not admit' 
ic true sense of the text, though it be as' 
Siin, positive and expressive as any pas- 
ge in scripture; as indeed they wotdd' 
K the truth of any, suitable to the pre- 
nt purpose. Having spoke briefly to he 
St, Ishall shew you that in the Romish 
Himunion'it is impossible to pay obedi^i 
cc to it;; and therefore it is no wonder^ 
cy should deny the true sense of th^ in- 
action, when in their doctrine and prac- 
», -they, are under a necessity of reject- 
s' its obligation ; and as I proceed, shall 
ve reasons more than sufficient to deter-* 
inc every conscientious man to renounce 
cir communion for ever. ' 

Since, the text commands us to be ready,^ 
certainly enjoins us tQ examine, compare,- 
d try, that we may be. ready to give an 
^wer to an enquiry about our fmitb, and 
cj/e it is that very simc that \yu on^ 



df&yiered to^ the salnta. Nd Vy haw sha}!^; 
aian do this but by comparing his. hclv 
and practice with that recomxpexided: a9f 
ipculcated by Christ tind his Apostles, ^ 
tho-New Testament? The Romanists,,! 
deed) say, the maB defends himself suffif 
ently that answers, He is a Cathqiick, 
that his, ^hixrch caii give. 4- reaaoa oiF 
things which are demandsd o£ hixn ;, b; 
^e difficolty is still as gceat a& erer : 
bow is he to know, that his church, is 
true one, otherM^'ise than by being able 
prove that she believes and practises accoi 
in^to the purity of the evangelical precept 
Could he make tliis appear; and at the t 
tUnei truly say that he was a. sincere 
jaealous member of it, what reason is tfai^i 
tor this round-about method?' Mig^t 
Qot as well be permitted at once to give 
Heason of his own faith, to prove his o\ 
work, and so to have glory in himself aiiofie; 
3^d not in another ? 

But then, says the Church, we knoii; 
we are the true Church, for we cannot erCi, 
and It is a damnable sin in y ou ev^n to doubt 
it. Here comes out the great secret, hcri;' 
the grand mystery of iniquity, here a dooii' 
lA opened to let in all sorts of absurd itia 
and impurities. I'his pretended infaliibitiiy. 
€f Rome is the first and the source oi^ ai^ 
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pother, her r^.<rrpr8%. The v^bote chpir in» 
/abt tbi» iqifallil>iry is sotfiewhcrA or otluift 
f among them, and yet they h^vff Ty>tagrc<{d; 
; among then^^^s precisely where* Thiet 
^ counsels claim it by virtue of that, passage 
of St. John, where QUf Savicmri say 5, 
"When the Spiri". is come,, he wiU- guidt 
you into all truth;" but this promise 
reaches no farther than the inspired: 
Apobtles ; for he adds directly after, ^ He 
'■ shin shew, you things to cpipe/' Now, 
,.wheii they f^hall shew their right to the 
:, latter part of the promise, by foretelling 
future events, we shall , acknowledg^ theic 
' title to t^e former. It is but fair they 
sHottlde^scuse us frou) admitting it sooqei;. 
My dosigq hpre is not to undertake, a^ 
a^fiitation of all th^ errors of the Romish 
Churchy but only to select from the great 
-mass, which will, I tru;3t in. God, be suf* 
fident to shew to every reasonable person^ 
^ reason of the hope that is in me ; and 
that I did not leave her communion on ac- 
. count of any animosity, but merely, out of- 
. . conviction of her errors ; i )ii M'hich resisoj^ 
I shall say nothing about several dangerous^ 
and'wicked tenets of that Church, such as 
arc — that Kings and Princes, wi|h; their. 
, f litgectsy arc at the Pope's dlsyposAl^ awl Xh% 
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persons and estates of the clergy free from 
civil magistrates ; that the reformed Church 
is heretical, for separating from the idola- 
trous Church of Rome, which they pre- 
tend to be the only true one; communion 
in one kind, contrary to the express word^ 
of Scripture, " Let a ma • examine himself,* 
and so let himeat of that bread, and drink 
"oF that cup,** says the Apostle Paul, 1 Cor. 
xi. 28. as also. to the practice of the primi- 
tive Chujch; the doctrine of purgatory, 
tradition, seven sacraments, beads, nun-* 
neries, fish-days, disciplines, pilgrimages, 
indulgences, works of supererogation, 
sahctification by our own merits, and 
many more; I shall therefore 6nly make a' 
few remarks on the articles of the infalli- 
bility of the Pope, worship of creaturiis, 
such as are saints, images, and reliquefr,' 
and lastly, ujtoa the monster Transub- 
stantiation. 

The infallibility of the Pope, althbujijh' 
the most absurd thing in natiire, yet the 
most useful to keep up tlie grandeur of chc 
Roman Pontiff, '% an article of the Romish 
religion, and vigorously maintained by their 
divines ; among other passages of H(*»ly 
Scripture, which they drag to prove th^ 
docttine, they make great use of these 
words, which our Savvo\^ mdt xo ?i\. P^tcr^ 



Iv. 



n9 

m 

ptiAJ fay kinto thee, ibM thou af t Peter» 
u. upon tins rock I wiU build my Churchy 
|d tbe gates of bell ^hail not prevail 
pinst it.;" which words, they pretend^ 
mc that Christ OAir Lord built hb 
^urcb upon 8t. Peter, and consequently 
i the Pope his successor ; and yet mor^ 
liat as St.; Peter could not err, neither caa 
lieJPope, in matters of religion; so thaC 
rhatever he savs.must be true. 
In answer to all this, I might well say, 
v the present, that many of the Popes 
^re not onl) no(ori6us for wickedness, 
at even erred in point of doctrine, whiiji 
amid easily prove from their own writers 
nd ecclesiaistial History, yet I shall examine 
be above passage ; for the better uoder- 
tanding of which I must take notice, that 
t the 15th verse of that chapter, our 
iaviouT puts this question to his discipleSf- 
^ Whom say \c that I am ?'' And Simon 
'eter answered and said. Thou art Christ 
he Son of the living God ; and Jesus an- 
wered and said unto him. Blessed art thou 
>inion Barjona, for flesh and blood hath not 
evealed it unto thee, but my fttthcr which 
8 in heaven, and I say unto thee, jScc/^ 
*Jow if we only compire these texts of 
Scripture together, we ^shall find that 
Christ did not mean Peter b^ tha vonl 
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Sxkk, iMit m 'fttth ti( whidi ht a 1 
iSetort msde a glm^lchiii prdfesBton, i^i 
(pcvelatid^ he had fkdtti the FMher Id I 
mti, und'tiot from 'flesh ^nd Mood, ii 
blessed iStviour ^positively deelareft. 

The word Rc^k^ in Saipttm?^ is Ik 
rittce ttt^de Me of to Signify tht Ap 
f^^, iHit it is metaphorkalfy ap| 
It^fertil tiiiies to denote Christ ; if thiei 
the text now tln^^ consfdehttioi), it 
tfc appDied) aicc^or/ling to the coLfiexio 
the parage, to our Lord and Sanviour, 
Aot rath<^ than to St. Peter, uiio coulc 
be cither the rock or foundation of 
ChiircK, according to St. Paul, who 
yressiy says; "other foundation cat 
mam lay, than that is laid, which is J 
Christ," 1 Cor. ill. li. 

But in supposition that Christ buil 
CfatiFch upon St. Pctf r, as our ad vers 
Vnist have it, t demand wliat is all tb 
the Pope ? Is th^ Pope nearer related V 
Peter than any other Bishop upon ea 
They tell us that the Pope is St. Pe 
successor, because St 'Peter was Bishc 
Rome, and died there ; but suppos 
Wa6, he likewise was 'Bishop of Anti 
and Hved there some years. It is like 
certain, that St. Peter appointed nci 
ttte one jnor the other oJ x.Vit^^ ^\*.^Y 
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( Kype to h»v« done tbe like ; ia ittiot thmi* 
> liti*e ridiculous for theatre co .pretend tolK 
r tibfc fhan the other? 

tfiM mtn w«re reqvived to believe thii 

'. inhllifbilky^ un^ter pain of eternal dunim* 

'^ tiot^ «s Pfipe Pitt declares in his new pro* 

PftMnn of fafrh, it is actually surprkinif 

^ Iwih an e$!^ntral doarine h no where in 

St¥ipture mentioned, n)ot eren ao much » 

a tnere intimation of any 9uch supremacf 

^ i^ to be found in all scripture^ or in zusf 

. ^)f tlie Fath^s of the Church, fbr the space 

'<}i bOO years, to the tiaac of Gregory chc 

Great, who declared that no man onglit 

• to be looked upon as universal Bishop of 

the Christian Church* 

We have not even proof sufficient Ml 
ground an article of faith upon, that St» 
Pct^r was Bibhop of Rome ; as St. Paul in 
his Epistle to the Romans, written at the 
time when St. Peter was their Bishop, asili 
pretended, does not make mention oifbim, 
•nor even take the least notice of that great 
'privilege, Supremacy, which on account 
of him, belonged to that Church, although 
be salutes above twenty persons by thor 
proper names. 

It is aIso surprising, that if St. Vttct m4 
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liwsiitcesiorG^ithe Rostaii Kshopt^ for the 
first four centuries, had such power as our 
ttodern Popes preteod to, that tftey oeveif 
openly exercised it in dispensing with oathft. 
the inost solemn vows, degrees of affinity 
amd consanguinity in marriage ; as also, in 
deposing Kings stnd Princes, and absolving^ 
subjects from their allegiance, and giving 
their kingdoms to others ; and yet, what 
ih more strange, to bestow the empires^ 
and kingdoms ofrhe Indies, upon the kings 
of Spain and Portugal, as a reward for 
their serviA in murdering the poor savage 
inhabitants,^ because they \TCre not of the 
Romish religion. 

It is not to my purpose, to enter into a 
subtile discussion of every matter they • 
4»ring to support this infallibility ; as I was 
icver of opinion, that fair conclusions, \ih- 
avoidably following from plain matters of 
fact, were of more service to the cause of 
'truth, than the most elaborate explanations 
of obscure passages. • . 

In the 1 1th chapter of the Acts, we find 
that some of the disciples contended w*ith 
Peter for going in unto, and eating with 
men uncircurociscd : He does not wrap- 
himself up in the plenitude of his .powjer 
And knowledge ; but ^recounts the whole. 
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StSSaits ai}d 2{x>Iogize9^ for his conductr la 
the dispute about circumcision, in the I5tlx 
-chapter we find St. Peter speaking, but St. 
Janies closes the debate, marking * his 
opinion with these emphatical* words, 
** My sentence is ;" and the determination 

As sent in the name of all the Apostles in 
general, without any particular mention of 
St. Peter, Can any man deny that it un- 
avoidably follows from these passages, that 
no such Supremacy or Infailibilitv was al- 
lowed to that Apostle in those days; St. 
Paul^ in the 2d chapter of hisipistle to the 
Galatians, says, "he withstood St. Peter 
to his face^ because he was to be blaiued ;" 
and afterwards talking of hinyielf and 
others, says, that '-they walked not up- 
rightly according to the truth of the Gos- 

' pel;** and avows that he brcu;^ht his 
charge against Peter, before them all. 
Now, had St. Peter had that extraor- 

-dinary power and infallibility that the Pope 
pretends to, he" would directly have ex- 
communicated St. Paul without further 
ccfenK^nv. But no such transaction is re- 
corded. From these passages it plair.ty ap- 
pears, that the pcwcr and privileges 

■ assumed by the Pope, (allowii)g him iobe 
Peter's successor, and that he succeeded 
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to his privileges as It^etl ti hii ptice^ 
are usurped and HI founded. 

The worship of ctcatures was thed^eond 
things I protnised ; upon Which I shdil bk 
'as brref as possible ; biit lest atiy One should 
tni.sfake ^hat I mean by worshippif^ Cl^l- 
*ttirci, whether imagfe, safkit, oir anpgel-; t 
tlo not accuse the Church of Rome to bib 
guilty of worshipping them as so many 
^nds, supposing them lo have any divinity 
in them ; and in this sense I do not call h^t 
idolarr/ous : But if by idolatry I a)*i lo un- 
der<5tand the worshipping of any creature 
with such kind of worship as God has for- 
bidden, or with such wor?^.hip as. ought to 
be given to God alone, in both these senses, 
it is plain the Church of Rome is guilty of 
it. God has positively forbid the making, 
of any pictbrc or image of himself: tt» 
whom will ) e liken God i or what likeness 
will ye compare unto him, Isaiah xl. 18, 
He has ako as positively forbid the making 
of any ^^raven image, or likeness of any 
thing that is in heaven above, or in t-hc 
earth beneath, ot in the waters undcfr/thc 
earth ; thou shalt not bow down to them 
nor worship them, for I the Lord thy God, 
am a jealous God. All this and more is to 
Ac ibund in the second commandment, nop 



bOtild I tii^et gtia that Ibts [^sitivi la^, 
prdrh^l^ted bythe Atnfii^hty hrtiisclf updft 
tecutit Sfeal, >as ev* kboffshid fexc^ft by 
the dope's authority. It is n6t only fbb. 
biddeh by thfe Second romniahdnTcnt^ Mht 
^yitig of divine Worship tp iittages, Br 
tikehefssei as thfe Roman divfnbs must haViA 
it, but univfcffsally all kmd of worships 
t&Vfch iso mudi ad to bo> to -them : HoW 
iteft do they obseirve the Jaw of God, whd 
Wot only bow but kneel, and even pros- 
ttite themselves befdre those lifeless figured 
'firaljr to them to assist or obtain assistance 
for them in all their necessities ! 

There is scarce a city or tow^n in the 

Romish countries which has not some 

'txiiraculous image of the^ virgin, or sKvmfe 

taint, to boast of, before which they not 

\Mily bow, but prostrate themselves, direct 

thfcir prayers, in the most devout manner, 

0ffer mcense, and even cal-ry it about ift 

triumph and procession, in order to obtain 

for tbem relief in their necessities ; nor is 

it possible, if God himself was there visibly 

present, that they could pay him any 

greater respect or worship than I myself 

^navfc seen them do to their favourite 

linages. ^It does not even appear that the 

^Beathensi themselves paid gceiLlct ^ w^«!««4 
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ta tlieir linages, than what is roentigned 
and practised in those countries where the 
Koman religion is established ; neither did 
the Heathens look upon the images them- 
selves to be gods; as they well knew them 
to be niatie ot brass, gold, silver, or some 
other mutter; so that the worship they 

{)ald them could not be an absolute hut re- 
atiye one ; not terminated in the image 
itself, bbi farther directeil to the Deity 
whom they suppc^ed to be -repre.'»ented by 
it;"* which i* the very doctrine of the 
RomiJi Charch concerning her image 
worship. 

' It only now remains that I should say 
fiunething about Transubstantiati;;i and 
the sacrifice of the Mass ; one of the new 
articles of Pope Pius's Creed, without the 
belief of which, according to that impostor 
1:0 man can be saved. I call him an im* 
postor, follow'ing the example of the 
Apostle Paul, v hose words are, " though 
we, or an angti from Heaven preach any 
other gospel .unto you than that which 
we have prcached unto you, let him be 
accursed," Gal. i. 8. 

1 he doctri!\c of I'ransubstantiation most 

}}kc]y vv/i brought into the Church in the 

/Jmli century, allhoug^h net fully establish* 




d until the eleventh ; this doetrine is, that 
iftcr the words of consecration are pro- 
aounced by a Priest, who has an intention 
to do what the Church of Rome intends 
\p do, the whole- substance of the bread 
and wine are changed into the real and 
natural bodv of Christ ; and that after the 
bread is broken, his whole body, soul, and 
divinity is under every appearance though 
ever so^small, of the consecrated elements, 
which doctrine is subject to many objec- 
tions, which would be sufficient to explode^ 
It for iver from the assent of any reason- 
able man. 

First. According to this doctrine, 
Christ ihust have a different body from 
that which he took in the womb of the 
Vii^Jm, as the one was formed from the 
siil^tance of his mother, the other from a' 
bit of bread and wine; th.it he must have 
dmost numberless bodies at the same time 
fn distant places., though he has but one, 
wh\ch make a contradiction ; or that the 
jaimc individual body can be in many dis- 
tant places at the same time, which is de- 
lifd by philosophers. 

Secondly. The people, no not the Priest 
timsclf, can have any a'^surance that the 
:on!5Ccration of the elements is good, aU 



though ht 2nd thicy ^v^ obUgqdimmcdlatcIy, 
to. adore the Host, as they call.it; therp^.. 
soil u this, that if the person who baptized' 
the consecrating Priest, had not a proper 
intention ro baptize him^ if the Bishop. 
M^ho ordained him, had. no intention of 
priesting him, in this case there is no con- 
secration, and consequently every time a 
Priest says Mass, 'he is in danger of conw 
xnitiog idolacry hiniself, according to their 
own Church's doctrine : As .tor the people^ 
neither do tl\ey kno\M whether 'the Priest, 
had a proper intention, or whether, hes^d. 
the words of consecration at all, as. he is. 
ordered to speak them Iq w unknown 
tongue, and not loud enough to be h^ardi 
of by aaotllbr: And lastly, ncithex; thi;. 
Priest nor the people know wh:it is the ips 
tpntion of the Church, or if she has any. 
Another difficulty whichi ariseth from tlj^, 
doctrine is, that a very ignorant and 
wicked Priest bhould have such impossible 
power of working so great a miracle as to^ 
make his God^ and eat him alive without 
any farther ceremony, as they most ab* 
surdly and blasphemously, do speak. 

l.iistly. Ihis doctrine of transuhst^n- 
tiation, more contratlictory, absurd and 
blasphemous than ever, disgiaccd the liei* 
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than abommations, unwarrant^ hy^ scrjp? 
t^FC^,a,o4 m o^n d^&incc o£ sense aiui^ 
reason, is; vlolqnUy: supported by thatx 
Church), with the wcu'ds^ of. our blessed 
Lord, who saySi of the bread, " This i^ 
npty Ijodyj** aiid ofithe cup, "This is thq; 
cup? of. my blood ;*' without considering 

.. t}nt this Sacrament was instituited on the 
49yfand in the room of the Jewi&h:Pa8sover> 
and thatthis figurative mode of expression 
mas well understood' by those to wJbom it 
iras. addressed. Time wiil not permit, and 
h txmt it would be unnecessary to enlarge, 
on thjB subject before this congregation ; I 
shalj therefore only observe, that if a sect 
.iKtre to arise and maintain that every in«, 
dividju^ number qf their Churdirwas really,, 
qiatcii^ally and substantially, a vine braipcb^i 

. the Sovereign Pontift' would declare them^ 
abt only heretics, but madmen ; and yet 
tbc arguments for their doctrine would be 

' as good as his for his Transubstantiation ; 
for our Saviour says as affirmatively that , 
he is the vine, and his disciples the branches, 
as he does that the bread is his body, and 
the cup is his blood. 

Although they are entirely destitute of 
charity towards their neighbour, and that 

jfrom the express belief of thciv Church, to 
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keep no fiiith with them they call heretics; 
yet we ought rather to have compassida 
for thenT, to beseech God to bring them 
. to the due sense of their ciTors, and unite 
them to his holy spouse, the Church esta- 
blished according to the pure word of 
God. Let us hate the errors but not tfce 
persons, whose precious and imnfiOrtal souls 
were purchased with no less than the blood 
of the in^maculafe Lamb. 

In thy good time, O Lordy- bring, we 
pray thee^ into the way of truth ril such' 
a$ have erred and are deceived; arid so/ 
fetch them home, blessed Loi'd, to thy 
flock, that there may be one fold undcf 
one Shepherd, thie Lord Jesus Chrilst: to 
whomj with the Father and the Holy 
Spirit, be all honour and glory, worid'- 
wirliout end. 



End qf the Sennon. 
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EXTRz^CTS 



From the-Protestant, 

Of somcjof the, absurdities believed by the Papists. 

(c OT. ANSE/..M records, that a famous 
robber entered one morning into 
the cottage of a poor widow with an in- 
tention of robbing her; but, judging her 
unworthy of his rapine, he began to accQ&t 
her in a familiar and merry strain : — and 
have you breakfasted yet, my good wo- 
man ? I breakfast. Sir ! said she ; God for- 
bid that I should so violate the vow I have 
made to fast every Saturday of the year. 
Every Saturday! and. why that? replied 
he. Because, answered the widow, 1 have 
heard from a preacher, very famous in 
doctrine, and still more so from the sanctity 
of his life, that whoever fasts on Saturday, 
in honour cf our Lady, cannot die without 
^ confession." The robbpr, at these words, 
felt compunction, fell down on his knees,* 
and promised and swore to the Queen of 
Angels to fast every Saturday too ; which 
promise he kept inviolably ever after j but, 
as he still continued liis robberies, he was 
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ontf dij^y surprised by some travellers, who 
by a stroke of a sword separated his head 
from his body. His executioners, think- 
ing they had done his business sufficiently, 
withdrew from him a few steps : when lo ! 
the head 6{ him thatwas killed feJl a cry- 
ing, Confession, masters, I teg at least 
that I may ha^e coiifession. After they 
had a little recovered from the astonish- 
ment and panic, which such a prodigy 
caused, they fan to the next village to'ad- 
vertise the curate, who immediately came, 
accompanied by a great number of his pa- 
rishioners, desirous of l)ehoIding the 
miracle ; and, having joined the head of 
the robber to his body, gave him confei- 
sioh as he desired. That being dcfne, the 
penitent having thanked him for his good 
office, said to him, with a voice so distinct 
and high as to be easily heard by ail pre- 
sent, Masters, I never did any good thing 
in all my lifetime, except my having fasted 
every Saturday, in honour of , the Mother 
of God. In the very instant I received the 
deadly blow, a frightful troop of devils 
surrounded me, for to seize my touI : btit 
c]ie Blessed Virgin coming to my aid*, she 
drove ihcsc forthwith far fmjn me by her 
divine pre^nce^ and \?ould n^t sufler my 
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soul to leave my body till I should be suf 
ficicntly contrite, and make confession of 
my sins. He spoke thus, and having; en- 
treated the attendants to pray for him, he 
passed from this life into one more happy 
and glorious." See Free Thoughts, &c. 
\(^ith the authorities cited. Such, it seems, 
is the religion of those who m^ike an out- 
cry against the doctrine of salvation by 
faith, without good works ; that they can 
save the greatest criminals without either 
faith or v«ork», if they will only fast on 
Saturdays, in honour of the Blessed Virgin. 



*« A holy woman named, Reine, suflfcred" 
martyrdom about Alise* a little village near 
Flavigny. When she was beheaded, at the 
very place where the head* lighted on the 
ground, a spring bubbled up at that very 
in8taii»% for a perpetual miracle, in witness 
of God's approbation of the confession of 
faith made by his hfandmaid.'' This spring 
is also remarkable for its healing qualities ; 
and the monks of St. Francis have a chapel 
beside it, as St. WenefJrjj^'had for age^ at 
her holy ' ^B(^K 
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HYMN. 
1> ELIGION is the chief concepa 

Of mortals here below. 
May I its great importance learn, 

It's sovereign virtue know ! 
More needful this than glittering wealth. 

Or aught the world bestows ; 
Not reputatioi:, food, or health, 

Can give us such repose. 
Religion should our thoughts engage. 

Amidst our youthfal bloom j 
* Twiil fit us for declining age, , 

And for the ivvful tomb. 
O m2iy my he^rt, by grace renewed, 
. Be my Redeemer's throne ! ' ^ 
And be my stubborn will subduM» 

His government to own. 
Let deep repentance, faith, and love, .. 

Be join'd with godly fear. 
And all my conversation prove 

My heart to be sincere. 
Preserve me from the snares of sin, 

Thro' my remaining days ; 
And in me let each virtue shine 

To my Redeemer's prais^i. 
Let lively hope my soul inspire j 

Let warm affections rise ; 
And may I >^ait, with strong desire 

To mount; above the skies ^, 
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CHRISTS NAPKIN, 



A COMMUNION SERMON. 



Rev. xxL 4. 5. 6. 7. 8. 

jinJ Gifd. shall wife aivay all tears from their eyeSf an 
there^sball he no more deaths neither sorrow » nor er) 
ingf neither shall there he any more pain : for formt 
things are passed away, jind he thai sat upon tl 
throMf saidt Behold I male all things new* Andk 
smd unto me, Write : for these words are true an 
faithful, bfc. 

THIS text contains four things. Plrst, Th 
state of the glorified, ver. 4. Secondlf, i 
part of Christ's office, ver. 5. Thirdly, A descrii 
tion of his Nature. Fourthly, The Promises. Ai 
1. Drink to satisfy the thirsty. 2. An inheritanc 
to the Overcomers, or overcomuig soldiers. Th 
3. Is a threatening of eternal wrath to ofFend^rs J 
gainst the first and second table of tlie law, < An 
God shall wipe away all tearqC*^ When frieais in« 
they give the strangear.fc^'welcoine home. H« 
is the Pi/grim's weld .nc hom« that our Frien 
Christ gives us : this \;*a% gWTO %cC«ci Vv^w«^i» 
'/jerefore, it is true do> '^me. Tl\>ru w^ ^^^ ^ 



ifFerings and tears of the saints shall be wip- 
ay and removedi but not fully, while the life 
ne : foV here is Christ's welcome hame to poor 
rs 9 for they come all to him with wet faces^ 
leared with tears for sioy and tlie manifold 
les in this life ; and Christ meets them at the 
with a fair soft Napkin in his hand» and puts • 
s hand to their faces, and says. Hold your 
.9, my dear bairns, ye shall never weep again* 
ndeedjinmy judgement,iti8 a specchborrow* 
)m a mother that has a bairn with a broken 
ill bloody, and a!l bleared with t^arsi and it 
5 to her, and. woes her heart to see him lo, 
le sits down and wipes thetearsfrom his eyes» 
lys her hand softly on the wound, and lays 
jad in her breast, and dights away the Wood, 
lys her two zrtr^ about him, and there is no 
f fair words. So when Christ and we shall 
in heavrn, he will huss us up, and wipe 
all te^fs, and lay our heads in his bosom. 
ow he alludes to this place, Isa. liv. il. *0 
. afflicted, tossed with tempest, and not com- 
?d: behold, I will lay thy foundation with 
hires,' &c. It Is there, to speak so, our Lord 
rig that ever he had handled his saints as he 
sa, hcv. 17. < Be glad nnd rejoice for everniore 
lat which I create ; fortbehoid, I create Je- 
lem a rejoicing, and her people a joy,- verse 
And I will rejoice in Jerusalem, and joy in 
people, and the voice of weeping shall be no 
? heard in her, nor the voice of crying * If 
Jiere was a blithe meeting between two, it 
be K.tween the- bridegroom and the bride in 
drriage day. And wh^t ^ iwft^Vvcv^ 'CciSt^V* 
betwixt such .1 bridegroorr* ^vA\iX\^^ ^«c«csriN- 
ceivffd : For Clirist th^t A;^^ vcWWw^ o\\':^v 



iiis oest clothes, and such a bride as the Lamb's 
\\'ifo, what a welcome will she get ! To get a drink, 
at our first meeting and incoming to heaven, of 
:hc v/cll of the water of life. O strong comforting 
water ! When we shall be clothed and -not a wrong 
pin in i.s. A fair bride in silks and purple of 
Christ's own busking ; and Christ our. Lord shall 
present his bride to his -Father and our Father-in- | 
law. .the Father of our husband, sliall t»ke us hj \ 
the hand and lead us ben the house to the dinmg- 
hall, and set u$ down at a table to feast our fill 
upon the tree of life, O ! strong comforting wa- ^ 
ter, the wdl of life, to feast upon the Trinity for 
evermore, JSlow mock and scorn the way to hea« 
Ten as ye please, ye never heard of true happiness 
till now. Here is a banquet of joy for evermore. 

< He shall wipe away all tears.'^ Christ our Lord 
here wipes the tears from the bairns' faces : yet afr 
ter that they weep n-^w tears : he never wipes away 
all tears till now. Here shall be our last goqd-night 
of death ; good night, mourning and crying, and 
'sorrow 5 we shall be on the other side of the water, 
over beyond the black-river of death ; for Christ 
(Rev. XX. 14.) « shall take away death and hell, anJ . 

< cast them into prison ;, former things are done a- 

< way,' i he motlier that has lost her bairns shall 
-ret them : All the Lord's widows shall get their 
husbands ; the old world which w as the mourning 
world shall be away ; and, therefore, never until 
liow shall all tears be wiped away, for it is the 
way. The Kirk is half a widow here, her Lord i?^ 
in an uncouth country, far from her he^e, and ilka 
lown round about plucks at this silly widow, while 

she 18 in the valley of Bac*, wherein is no wa-' 

ten The watchman s\nketVv Vvtx, ^o^^ \aksi^>&» 

v..!/ trom her ; and Christ wut^X^ ^\qn^Acoi^\ \ 




ind after she has read it, she rejoiceth and wip - 
er face, but, whrn ihe letter grows old, and 
.as lost the fetter, new troubles come on, she 
I new tears, audshe comes under new perse- 
ns, and her Lard, for her ^In, goes in t-ehind 
/all, and hides himself, and lets lier mourn 
ill} but, in that dx]F> he .'shall wipe away a^t 
3 ^om her eyes,' see thcp how it goes here 
is life ; first a fair day, then again a foul day, 
! at last that fairday dawns ihatall our shadows 
flee away i but there sluU never be a foul dsy 

that i but ay the long lasting summer-day for 
nore. Ye see a man. traTelling to his home, 
is a water, then dry bnd, then another waw 
hen dry land, then a water, and only dry land 
een and his home ; then he goes hom^ to hia 

and bairns, and has no more water; bet alt 
:ear3 are never dried till we come to luaveii ; 
he saints have a life-rent taclc of tJie crosff c'S 
St while -.hey are here, and ay ill .s'^ather; 
:h. X. ever the cross. See John iLvi.. our Lord 
pares our troubles to the paint that come upon 
iman travelling, now a slu>wet, and then iomfl 
. a shower again, and then ease, ay till the last 
fer that she be deii?eri;d, and then noflhowers; 
ramenibereth no more pjins, for joy ihHt a 
•child is born hito the world. We must be 
vin etc our bivth be born ; but will be deliver, 
f our birth. 

se I. Let us prepare, for tears will follow ut 
;aven, unto the very entry of the door oar face 

be wet, for we go out oi this life ead and 
niqg for this miserable life, and to thrust thrrf 
ast port, and to w^d« thro' the hindetniost 
r, it is a sore-set : but be blyih ClmitiaQ»,aai 
tDtheproiiiiie: but yetVnt.Vw^T«»Ti^Mt.i,-\^ 



are far from tears, that mock the mourner of Zi- 
on, ye may sigh and close the Bible, and say alas! 
I never shed a tear for Christ, "yon text is not for 
me : It may be, Christ shall that day gar you weq> 
and shed tears for evermore. J his sour laughing 
world will away; there is a day of tears coming 
on you, greeting and gnashing of teeth. And when 
u man gnasheth his teeth one against another, he 
has n^ mind of laughing : but I would not have 
your mirth for a world, be doing, we will see who 
will laugh fastest yon day.- 

Use 2. There is an ill coming on this land : sin 
is not come to a full harvest. God's bairns, that 
can now mourn for their own sins, and the sins of 
the land, rejoice in heaven, there is never a greotr 
ing bairn seen there ^ God has a napkin to dight 
their faces. • It is the laughing, rejoicing people 
that God destrc^s. 

< He tiiat sat upon the throne,' John beareth 
more of Christ, a sweet speech. Here three things. 
1. A speaker. 2. A speecli. S. A direction to 
keep the speech. Who spake the speech is not 
told ; whether an angel or an eafthlv king ; for 
they sit on thrones also; hut it is he ot whom it is 
said. Rev. iv. 2. < And a throne was set, and ont 
sat on the throne/ John tells not his name, but 
he thinketh so much of him, tliat he takes it as 
granted, that there is none worthy to be a king bint 
he, and to sit upon a throne but he. The saints mea* 
sure all afFectlons of others by their own affections; 
as if one asked at John, who is he that sits upon - 
the throne ? He would have answered, what need 
ye ask, is there any in heaven or earth in my esti* 
mation worthy to be a king but He i and to sit up- 
on a throne but He i and to take a crown upon his 
'^ead but He ? The saints wl a^ CWv^^^'jXotv^^thcf 



X. above all ; speak of kings to tbem, but 
t is out of play. So Cant. ii. The kirk meet- 
ith the watchman, saith, * Saw ye him whom 
ul loveth ?' what kend the watchman whom 
)ul loveth ? for she might have loved a lown. 
larlot, or an idle god, or the world ; but she 
ired the watchman by herself : there was none 
r mind but Christ ; and therefore she needed 
IV them as she thought. So Mary Magdalene^ 
XX. 16. says to the gardner (as she thought) 
if ye have borne hirp hence, tell me where ye 
laid him ;' she tells not of what him ; tak- 
s granted, none was so much in her mind as 
t, nay, I pray you, let the same mind be in 
hat was in John. Let Christ be to your soul 
earl of the ring. Amongst all kings, Clirist 
d be made high and esteemed as He, the only 
hat is worthy to sit on the throqc. SoCant.r. 
i the kirk the chief among ten thousand. - Ga- 
•dl the angels, and ail the saints in heaven and 

together, Christ is too good to be- their cap- 

and, indeed, what is all that sits upon tne 
c ? It must be infinitely more in him : and 

glory is in the world, is far more in him. 

all the roses on the earth, and put them all iii 
that would be a dainty sight ; and now what 
11 these to Christ ? no n"Vv>re than a nettle to 
airest rose : fy upon the tasteless love of men 
lever love Jesus Christ, and yet falkth in- love 
Insts^ they love gold^ riches and honour, and 
Christ to a backside ; ay, Christ gets not his 
amongst us, we commend him not,. neither 
we match v/ith him. ' 
lirdly, < I will make all things new.' * This is 
uch as all things were old : sin has made aU 
:s old, Rom. viii. Thev are likft ^ -^^^wx 
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groaning in child-birth with pain and vanity, be- 
cause of oiur. sin \ all the creation are sickened be- 
cause of .sjn ^ because of our sin, vanity eame^on 
the Sun>|i{pony and.otherJcrealures, they sig^k un« 
der Uii^i ^n4 pxay ijieir kj{id-.af mailison; and a 
woe to mani for ^i) hi^s n>jide lUS .all rniiserable. " 
The heavenss that are the greatest part of the web 
of the world) wax old as a garment. The 'pro- 
phet saysi they are like zn old clout. The water 
,saith| let me drown sinners» they have sinned a- 
Hainst my Lord \ the fire saith, let. me burtt them, 
Jet me burn Sodorfi,- for fhey have 'siifniE^d' against 
my Lord. ' All'thnigs hav© lost their glory- thit 
jthey got m.their first creation ; Jesus sai;h, ali things 
ate gone wrong, and quite out of ofder > and man, 
fallen from his Lord : und he did even with the 
world, as ;v pilot once wiih an inattentive man iu 
the rudder y steering the i^hip on a sand bank, he 
stept in quickly and turned her incontinent, or else 
all would have gone to confusion. 4S0 our Lord 
stepped in, when the great ship oi the world was. 
running on ja sand bank, tlie sun and mooi^i looked 
sad like, and said they would sene us. . Chir Levi, 
renewed them by his death, and m^xdc them all 
!laugh on the elect again,, and gave ihem all a suit 
of new clothes. Drunkaid, Christ gave his bles- 
sing to the wine tlwit ye spue on the walls. Ye 
that dishonour your Maker with your vain apparel, 
ye know not what it cost Chdst ; our Lord bled to 
buy a right of them that .ye abuse in vanity. AH 
that set the world in their hearts, where the Lord 
.should be, forget that Christ bought the world to 
hp their servant, and not to be as their darlbig and ! 
wife, that lies in their bosom. Ye that make the 
earth and the broad acres of it your soul's portion, 
so 98 ye desire no more but land, yet foigct Clirist 
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that bought the world, and made it ne\V to be r. 
foo^-nool| and not a chair for their souls to (di 
down upon. Ami if Christ has this art to make 
911 tilings new, come unto, him all ye that arc oM, 
ye that have old hearts come. Indeed Christ may 

f;et his craft among us^ if we would go to him^ 
or, he makes all things new, . The devil borrows 
another man's heart for covetpusness, anc^he has 
crooked it with the thorny cares of this worldj and 
holed it, and dung the bottom out of it. O if 
ye would put it in Christ's hand, he would putic. 
in his furnace and melt it again, and by his ait. 
bring it out a new heart for Jiimself to dwell in. . 
Alas ! Christ gets not lv,3 tnxie or calling among 
us : but, why are not out old her^rts mended ? be- 
cause we handle them as. a foolish mother doth a. 
dauted bairn, she will not let him go to school to 
lenroi and why ? because she dow na want Iiirr. 
out of her sight ; she will therefore never let him 
dj well, but feed him to the gallov/s. We do not 
give a war our souls to Christ who would fain have, 
them, and easily mend them ; but just keep them . 
like the foolish mother,, out of Christ's company. 
And pride keeps another man's heart, rnd covet - 
ousness another man's heart; that dear craftsman 
Christy that made the heaitj and made the earth 
under, our feet n^w, and the mountains new, yet 
wa will not have our hearts new ; our souls are all 
hanging in tatters, Mforo and old with sin, and we 
do not put them in Christ's tand tliat would make . 
them whole and clease them. Fy upon thee that 
thy garden was cursedin -Adam's day to bring forth 
nettles and thornq, and is blessed to ]?i\ng out fruit 
ill Christ, and thy soul. gets not so much ^ood v\v 
Christ na thy garden ; it is made wew ^w^^^^'^ ^^"^^ 
remains cldj snd Christ gets uot \v\^ ci^Xv -axc^wt^ 
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' V ij . He bid a John iR^rite the^ things concerning 
-i'ue state* of the glorified, and calls them faithful 
-and true ; he would not intrust his word to mah'f 
memory and conscience : he wouldhave it written. 
' HIasphenious Papists, laugh not at this, nor call 
the Pope's breast th€ Bible -, here a warrant for the 
^^rittcn scripture. But indeed it tells that nian's 
falsehood wore his conscience ; had his conscience 
befn a r ithful regi^^er, there should have been no 
more need of a written Bible ; but now the Lord 
h-s Uppened more to dead paper than to a liTing 
man's soul. Our conscience, now undpr sin, has 
not been a good Bible : because man is ready to 
run away from his conscience -, because what is 
written in our conscience, as there is a God, a 
Judgement, a Heavsn, a Kell; Satan and sin 
come in as two ^alsc witnesses, and blot out 
tint, and write that in the fool's heart, that says 
there is no God. And there are many holes in our 
so^Is ; tlie word of God comes in and runs out a- 
gxiin and back-spouts, except Jesus make their soul 
water fnst, so tliat the word of God may dwell in 
them plentifully, Colos. iii. 16. Is not our hearts 
compared to a field, wherein the preacher sows the 
seed, Mat. xiii. and the black spirits of hell come 
and gather up Christ's wheat. O but there are 
many running-out souls, and much need we hare 
of a written Bible, and therefore make much of the 
written word, and pray God to copy his Bible in 
all, and every one of our hearts, and to write a' 
new book of his doctrine in our hearts, and put 
it into the conscience as he directs, Jer. xxi: U Of 
his ptophecy. 2. A description. 3. A promifiC 
of matter. Christ say to John, i: is done. That 
J8 exponed m Rev. xvi. IT, Tlve world is ended, 
so speskka Christ of the wot\A| T^xvi x>\^.^o\;^^'^ 



to those who have the world in their anr.,^ 
>ne \ it is a past thing, there is no more of 
is but a word to our Lord, he said, Let ail 
be, and they were, tie said, l^et all things 

1 they arc at an end. And we are begin- 

rith the world, as if it would be evermore 
and our Lord, says, in a moment, let us be 
d f rom them, s^nd it is done.- It is not for 
g that the taking down of this Inns of heaven 
rth is touched in. so few words, It U done, 
is an easy thing for the Almighty to take the 
in his own hand, that holdeth up this fair 
md when he pulleth it, he garreth it come 
with a titt, So Kev.^i. Four angels are 
It in, holding the four winds in their hands, 
bey had the world in their hands, and as if 
ad it ready to fold up as a sheet. And, O \ 
i fighting and bustling do they make to get ^ 
)f this sheet : he stai^ but his eyes, and 
:eth out his' neck for a piece of this holy 
;nd sheet, and for a globe of the earth. But , 
fv. vi. 14*. The heaveos shall depart away 
scroll of parchment that is rolled together, 
e fair stones thereof are like figs, wi»'h the 
)f the Almighty'sarm they shall fall together 
ground 5 and what more with a touch of the 
hty's hand, or a putt of his little finger, 
he blast of his mouth, saying, < It is done/ 
ipples of the walls of the house cometh down 
I cannot but speak of fools that have their 
full of wind-mills, and cry it is beginning, 
o-iiiorrow shall be as this day, and much 
abundant/ Isa, Ivi. And there is no end 
ing and building; I cante not here to bid 
d/ he unthrifty ; but not lo\i^\^"^ \^i\TK^ 
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'building Bandy bourocks at a-water-sicfc, 

■ 8ently a spate of «(^ater comes arid spoi 

^ sport, or a shower chaces them in from 

men are even building castles in the aii 

deed we arg like bait*ns Holding the wate 

side -with their hands, the think (daft th: 

hold the witer, While, in the mean tir 

'thro' their Qngers. And what says God 

fiches, pleasure, lands, fair houses, su 

ney ? evpn that in a word, all is done 

them that had the world 'once at ^viII 

broad lands, and what is to the force c 

thousands ? Nothing but their name : 

if their name be lost too ? What has ih 

. them but their name ? and what is tha' 

leven letters of the A, B, C ; and for tli 

^ howbeit when they were living, kingdc 

not content them, and yet the clay in 

bodies are dissolvecj^ .would not now f 

I think that a true word, and a strar 

word, Isa. xl. 22. < God sits in the ck 

heavens, and all'the vrotld are .as gras: 

We even creep like grass-hoppers up am 

globe of this earth, and cry to men of 

of all things, while death comes like;-a 

mon thief, without any din or feet, ; 

them away, and therQ is no more of 

then they say, it is done. ; AH men *wi 

true that I sayi but I think to be de.d c 

lieve it, or be brought to hate the wor! 

the world is the devil's great hairy wat 

has taken thousands and slain them, je 

sure of it. Then I say, ye are a diete 

heaven. 

77i^ Second thiiig that is in the ^eri 
scripdon of Christ, rl am A\^Vi^^^^^ 
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beginning and the end.' Our Lord here being to 
make an offer of the water of life; he first shew- 
eth what he is, even the first and the last letters 
of the A, B, C ; < The ancient of days, the eternal 
Son of the eternal God,' It teaches us that v/e 
may crack more of our oM holding, and old charter,' 
than all the worlc^ can do : For why ? When began 
Christ to bear a good-will to a sinner ? Even wlien 
he began to be God ; and he was Qod from all c- 
ternity. Suppose the sun in the firmament were 
eternal, th? light of it behoved to be eternal : for' 
the light of the sun is as old as the sun. Love is 
a bejni of Hght, and heat that comes from Christ 
the Sun of Righteousness ; therefore, ever-living 
Chrisr, and ever-loving love : fo|r love comes not 
on Christ the day which was not on him yesterday ; 
man's love and ai king's love are very much hunted 
for, and yet they die, an^ their love dies with them, 
and often their love die?* before themselves : but 
who seeks Christ's lo.ve that changes not ? yea, this 
is a matter of adtair^tion and wonder that Christ 
should have thought on us worms of clay ere ever 
we were, and that our salvation is as old as ever- 
rfiore, and as old as Christ, and Christ as oU as 
God ; for indeed, if God should begin at any point 
of time to love sinners, his love should have had a 
beginning; and if his'Iiave should have had a be- 
ginning, Christ himself should have had a begin- ' 
liing ; because love with him is one with his essence • 
and nature; B».-.t it may be said,. can the love of 
God be older than the death of Clirist ? Ansxva\ 
Christ's death doth not make God properly ?^ hater 
or a lover of man, for then both his will should be 
changeabtoj and his love have a beginning. How 
then ? Christ's, death not on\^ \tV. Oo^ V^x^^a. \>.\^ 
fruits of his eternal love out u^kOtv >a.^> W\. -i^^x^ix 
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such a wayais^hethoughtconvementfor his justice; 
and therefore we are said in scripture to be recon- 
ciled to God ; and God is said to be reconciled to 
us ; his love Is everlasting ; because by order of na« 
turc it is before the seed, before we had done ei^ 
ther good or evil ; so th^t sin should not change 
God's mind, but only by order of justice •, sin stood 
in the way to hinder us from life everlasting, which 
is a fruit of his love ; yea more^ God with that same 
love in Christy loveth the elect before and after con- 
version '; and therefore, we have to rejoice in feeling 
any of God's love to us in Christ. It is old acquaint- 
ance betwixt him and us ; and therefore, as it is 
folly in man (as Solomon saith,) to cast ofFhis old 
friend, and his father's friend: so let us think it 
madness to cast off such an old friend as Christ, and 
let our faith hold fast by this, under temptations 
and desertions ; Alpha and Omega changeth not, 
the change is in us. 

The third thmj» in the words is a promise of the 
water of life to the thirsty, Isaiah Iv. 1. and John 
xiii. 17. Christ, at the market-cross, cries tiie well 
free j but learn first, the thirstjr and hungry souls, 
are meetest for the waters ot life ! What 1 (ye will 
say) are not all thirsty? all want the life of God 
and the sap of grace, and are burnt and withered 
at the root \ but all know not their own wants i 
but indeed special comfort for the weak ones to say, 
O say they, I know Christ doth good to believers, 
to repenterSj and to such as love him ; but I dow 
not, i:or cannot win to faith and repentance, hope 
and patience ; I have too short an arm to rax so 
high. Then say J, have ye a desire, a hunger for 
faith and repentance and love ? now, upon your 
conscience, speak the truth *, Ittow ye cannot deny 
Jt. Then, your Lord bids you corne^ \\v^ >k^>\\% 
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m unta you; for hunger atiJ thkst being next 
motion^ are tlie two properties that begin first 
ih life. So every thing that is new.born islive- 

and hath a stomach for meat and drink. O 
t say ye, I am many times in my soul even at 
ith's door; I have neither faith nor feeling! I 
[ even at this, God loves me not, and the well 
tiot ordained foi; me at these times. Would ye 
n beat the well? now in my mind ye cannot 
n away. The children of G<?d, when at the 
ve«t ebb, even when faith, comfort, joy, love, 
1 a disposition to pray is away, is there •not. a 
iging for presence. I speak to the conscience 
God's child, lie not. No, David {Psalm vi.) 
leh he thought God strake him in his wrath, 
s at, how long Lord ? a cuttcd word ; I think 
It he looked like a ^poor hungry beast, looking 
r the dyke, who would faiii have had a mouth- 
j He| was dven going about to seek a slap to 
fak o*er the dyke of his doubtings. And so it 
ivith God's baitns under their thirst for the well 
life. See Cant. iii. when the kirk can get no 
.ripg of Christ, and has no smell of him, and 
mot find the print of his foot ; yet she is at this, 
%wye him whom my soul loveth ?' and chap. ii. 
charge you tell him, that I am side of love.' 
en let me now speak to weak ones, and I wiU 

you who are Christ's companions that diink. 
h him, and shall get their heads and hearts full 
the watwr of life •, even the tender Christian 
t is ay speaking; the bairn in Christ's house 
t is most cumbersome, and mak(?s. most din for 
meat, is the best bairn that Christ hts; the 
rn that is greeting ilk hour of the day for a piece 
. a dtink : we say of such a silly thing he fain 
M lore. Ay the cumbetsotti^ix iVi-aX. CJwsSsiC^ 
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bairns be, they are ay the welcotner. Kay 
eth the bairns best that havo no sUamei an 
crying, alas ! black hunger, dear Lord Jes 
burrtt with thirst : O for an open cold foun 
it is a sweet thing ay to be whiuglng ini. 
;\nd seeking about Christ's pantry doors, and 
an eye upon Christ when he goes into the 1 
wine, into his Father's fair luct^y wine cella 
there are many .wines, and bout in at Chris 
But, in a.vvordjliave ye a good^sfomach 
hunger and thirst, will get much satJsfac 
grace in Christ j'now, who are they who ar< 
red fron> Christ's well ? Ahsw, Thcsewhoh 
ten an ill drink from the devil, fu,ll of iusti 
and CQvetou'sness, full of love of the wort- 
are they that have no stomach for.Christ ; a 
woes me, Christ standeth at the well's si* 
crieth the back of my hand to you. Tl 
Jesus gives youa vomittodrink, thatyoum: 
wholesome arid hungry again forChrist; fo 
then, ye are never meet for Christ. Is tl 
a time when ye cannot get presence, and 
no pith tt^put up the door and bout in, bi 
half up, and bliiik in Move to pray, or dt 
biit a time of prayer ? hold on tjben^ theti 
right, the true desire is absolute/ arid no^ 
lional : not like the sluggard that wad hav« 
upon condition he might have afeatjierb 
on for fear of cold ; even so they would h: 
ven upon condition they might keep the! 
and take their lusts with them. But, sc 
hunger is ay seeking thro' the whole house 
belly can hr.rdly play the hypocrite. • The 
man is in darkness, he is in a sleep; it 
with him^znA he is like a cMvtvhetsome bair; 
jng in the night for a drink, :Ltv^ et\\t\^^> 
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10 will shew us any good thing ? and Satan is 
dy at his elbow with his dishful of the dirty mi- 
natters of lust to the world, and hetirinks while 
swears and tyj^es breath, and tyne» a' sight and 
Ire of Cimst, the fountain of the water of tiCe, 
m vii. 37. It is true this fountain of lifeis said 
proceed out of the throtie of God^ and from 

Lamb : but it is ali tMiet for the stjBeams of 

water of life proceed from the fountain Christ* 
<w then is the wat«r Christ ? Cl^rist as a man dy. 

and sending out his heart's blood folf querich^ 

of. the thirsc of such poor sinners a^ And the 
t of hell at the stofnaqh of their soul burning 
m up with the iireof the wrath of God for sin; 
I is the reason why he is called the fountain of 

water of life. As, 

I. Because a man burnt with thirst, nothing can 
;ncb him, no> not a world of gold, is so good 
I drink of pure, cold, cleaift'ountain water. In 
ord, a soul weakened under sin, firideth nothing 
he world satisfacrory to the soul's appetite, bur 
Christ. Tell rne, ar( thou a thirsty sinner after 
rtst ? thy soul is dead sick while thou get him, 
r a man down on a soft bed, dry the sweat oA' 
I, give him a cold refreshing drink. Now, ye 
not speak such a word to a soul buraten thin^ 
ler shi, as to lay it upon a crucified Christ \ O 
t is a boft bed ; his sinful soul being stretched 
'n the open, warm, flowing blood and wounds 
[Christ: O that is a ^oft bed. Q but a part of 

ist'^ blood is arcfieshingjcoolingdrinktohin). 
a sl:u'e.,of Iwll to know <(hat he is niade a free 
r of heaven, O that is sweet : hence it is, that 
se that are wakened with the furies of hell, 
f bcit they know not yet what Christ is to them ; 

this world cannot calm their conscience^ he« 
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Cause fdrmen that ar^ SQwl-sick and sin-sicki 
is no physic but one, only a drink of the w( 
life> and because they ken not the gait to this 
of life, they loup out of this life out of dc 
into the &re of hell, thro' the madness of an z 
ened conscience. For a thirsty-sick soul find 
things in Christ, never to be found in al 
World, nor any thing else. 1. Christ take 
the hardness of sin i none has power to do th 
he ; all the pardons of sin are in^ Christ's kec 
and of Chribi's n^aking ; it is his of&ce to fo 
sin. 2. Besides, they find in him an influence 
abundance cf happiness in iiim : so as, what 
sought before in the creature, they ftnd no \ 
else but in himf then speak to them of gold 
nothing to Christ ; speak of lands and lord 
they are nothing to a Saviouri and such a Sa 
has and is another name to a sinner that is a 
ened. 

Again, the text calls him, Tke^ water of life 
see here, there is some water that is rotten ar 
tasted ; will a thirsty man drink of it i he 
not be the better ; but the. wholesomcst wal 
the running spring ; sd all that sinners^ cai 
beside Christ is standing water. Let them, 
in gold, and kingdom,, and lands, they shal 
ver be so- s^attsf ying to a sick soul -as he shall 
and they who have drunk in these, at death v 
be content to spue them out again, -they lie sc 
vy upon their stomach j but Christ is the coc 
^plesome spring, the well of water, springii 
tq eternal life. Now, to make our use of 
seeing Chi-ist is sueh a living well of wateiCi 
is it in the gospel that there are so many wit' 
(irie4'Souli^ ? I answer, for God's part| indeed 
fi^s uoiput an iron lock upon thfe well of Ufe. 
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: by hid word and sacrament opens the well in 
idst of us, ahd for seventy yeairs and more iri 
ingdom the well has been open. ' Christ and 
essengers have been crying to dry souls ; but 
^or ought we see he will close the well againf ; 
^ has been setting out the means of life, and 
ng his booth door to give it freely, even to 
as will take it ; but he gets no sale ) therefore 
ist put up his wars>s and go awav, for m^nare 
.irsty for bis waters , but one thirsts for court 
onour ; another for lust and money ; a third 
ifter sinful pleasures. 1 . There be few stom-* 
japing for Christ, 3, They have not a ves* 
cast down into the well and take up the wa-» 
his is a fruitless generation. Oh ! we lothcl 
t, and Christ lothes ttS< We nfeed speak flb 
of the call of the worlds all the land, court, 
noblemen and kirkmen,; have spued the wa- 
>y despising the mercy, and contemning the 
1 ; and in very deed when we cast in clay and 
in Christ's well, and mix his doctrine with 
3ison of the whore's veil of Rome, ^ Wp 
we would have something to give to Christ 
,e water of life, some of our own righteous-* 
some of our worthiness ; but that is phister« 
mility, watered copper ; and in doing so we 
J grace, and make grac:: to be no more graee^ 
' it be given for any worth in us, it is no-more 
: and, therefore, let men here see then, that 
ngdom of grrfce is a good cheap world, where 
est things are gotten for nothing ; and thcre- 
I think, in this dep?: world, wherein all things 
r nothing ; when court co^ts expences, lauds 
sar, and gold is not gotten for nought, and 
are dearer than ever :he.y wcrej yea, paper 
nk are now dearer thnn ever ; yeai |^per and 



ink are now dearer than jewels. No, s: 
Pope, not a drop till fe tell out money 
bloody b?att would sell the water of Rome U 
as meikle money, as meikle grace and forgr 
but Christ and his world care no more for 
than before. 

2. There are excellent promises made t 
comers *, to him ihat taketh heaven with st 
sword and blood ; for heaven is a besieged 
castle ; armies of sin with ail their armour, ; 
deceiving and malicious world ; the world h< 
appla in the one hand, and fire and sword 
otlier, and the devil is the captain of the 
now, here is a price set, and an ofirr made 
thtit ovcrcomoth, to him that will mount 
faith and hope, aad leap up in ChrLtit's char 
betide him life, betide him deatlij he ' 
through ; but, they are cowards that take 
side and let the devii coup tliem in thegutt4 
yet, to lead men on, here is a promise 
things ; 

First, He shalljinhcrit all things ? tlien 
that that Christian's captain is a man of fa 
1 Cor. iii. 21.. For all things are yours, v 
Paul, or Apollos, or Cephas, or the world, 
or death ^ things present, or things to come 
let us see he abides by the thinghe-hassaid, 
again, ail things are yours : ye see then, < 
a kingdom, as Asia, but wants health, and 
of his feet, he has not all things. Anotl 
strength of body above an^ living, yet ha.c 
troubles, and wanted his eyes as Samsc 
thereforehadnorairthings. O the business . 
sons are at for inheritance : here a maU-lin 
a lairdship, th.it they call their all things, 
this is a greedy stile and proud- like lords 
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air Jship, that they call their all things : yet grec- 
Ly Adani's sons have more greediness lierq than 
rit. . They run all upon their lordship, .that they 
:ali the Lordship of many things, Luke x. Mar-* 
ha, Martha, thou art troubled about many things) 
KTorldlingi, ye are troubled about tn^y things^ 
:6 be callied my lord of many things. But we sliall 
lee if the text be true, I am Alpha and Omega i 
:hen, first, the apostle here puts in death. Death 
s the wages of sin ; I think death an iil mailingt 
Detter \(^ant it out of the charter. How theahave 
they all things i I answer. 

Death is also a part of the lordship this way ; 
because it is my lord of all things, and a coach 
to glory; Christ himself bleing the. coac^an, and 
driving the horses; deatli is the servant f as the 
wind serveth to bring the seamen home, so death 
^erveth him that hath the lordship. Death is 
Christ's ferry-boar to carry us home; forj.in Christ 
we set our foot on ceath's neck. It is a bridge 
o*er the river of hell that we walk on to hieaven, 
and it is ours; the Chriscian is advanced in Christ's 
court, arid gets the new style to be my lord of all 
things, the prince of all things, -the prince, the 
duke of all things. Yet I shall get you a lordship 
beneath them aU ; but much sought for : the lord- 
ship of vanity or nothing, Prov. xxiii, 5, wilt thou 
set thine eyes on that which is nought i for, verily, 
riches have wings , he that is rich hath nought. - 

Secondly,' if he inherit all things, then the 
whole world is his, aiKi so he wanteth nothing. 

A third question, How is it then that the saints 
are'hupgry and pcor ? Anrjoer^ This promise is 
BO* takes from them, 2 Sam. iii. 1.^,?^\\>\\^^.^vl* 
75.. '/ wiil set his one hand ou live ^^^ /a^-t^^Vv^* 
igkt h2Lnd on the river.' ^fhetv beft\io>K \i\a^^ 
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Christ's two arms are. His one band upon all th< 
sea) and his other hand upon the river, and' tha 
promise is made to Christ as principal cautioner o: 
the covenant* Vor, it is said, verse 26. < He shal 
say unto me, thou art my Father, and my God, an< 
thq rock of my salvation,' verse 27. < Also, t wil 
make him my first-hom, higher than the kings oi 
the earth.' — ^Which is expounded of Christ, Heb 
1. 5. Rev, X. 2. * He has his right foot oa th( 
sea, and his left foot on the land.' Put these t^( 
together, and -see how Mi^ide his arms and legf 
and feet are, they go over the whole world as hu 
inheritance which he wan to himself, and his heiri 
after him, with his blood. Now Christ got land 
not to himself : what needs he land to give hu 
blood for clay ? but be wan it to us, and he todi 

' infeftment in the earth in the name of his friends. 
And now it is true, they are not possessors of all 
things ; but secondly, for people's wants, ye see 
their interest is in and over all things ; yet their 
tutor, lets them go with a toom purse : he l^nows 

' the heir is a young one, and cannot keep gold> 
and, therefore, he gives them food and raiment for 
the present necessity ; but keeps the lordship for 
the prefi^nt. Our tutor Christ is made of God our 
tutor, our purse-master; it is all one whether we 
have it in our chest-neuk, or if it be in Christ's 
purse to keep it while we need it, providing we 
waat not. 

Thirdly, A third question, and a third doubt 
is, at least, seeing they are under so many troubles^ 
in this life, and hiive ho ease, they have Jiot all 
things ? I answer. Yet I nuist defend it, and say 

// they have the inKetVtatvce, lVv»t they have all 
things, because the swe^l ol xS^fc co^^Qtv^sAxxw^ 
ties are theirs* 
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' A. fourth question or objection, They have not 
heaven and glory, at least in this life, and there- 
fore, they are not inheritors of all things ? I an- 
swer. The promise is not fulfilled in this life : 
yet, when a man has shorn a stouk or two of corn, 
we say he has gotten harvest and new corn. So 
the believer gets joy, hope, faith, assurance of hea- 
ven, and the first fruits of the spirit, are new corn* 
So, in the beginning, he gets all things. 2. Having 
God and Christ, they have'all things, for ye see 
the great ship traileth the cock boat after her ^ so 
the great Christ bringeth all things after him at his 
back ; so I say, having Christ they have all things: 
tfaey have the Father and the Spirit, the world, life 
and death. Amen. 

The triumphal Jeast /or Chrisfs victory over siti^ 

and deatht and hell. 

1 /^OME, let us lift our voices high, 
V^ High as our joys arise. 

And join the songs above the sky. 
Where pleasure never dies. 

2 Jesus, the God, that fought and bled, 

And conjquer'd when he fell ; 
That rose, and at his chariot wheels 
Dragged all the pow'rs of hell. 

3 Jesus, the God, invites us here 

To this triumphal feast, 
And brings immortal blessings down 
For each redeemed guest. 

4 The Lord ! bow glorious is his face I 

. How kind his smiles appear ! 
AndfOh I what melting wotd&\\^ ^^^^ 
To evry humble ear t 




«4 

.J For you, the children pf my love, 
It was for you I dy'd -, 
Behold my hs^nds, behold my icet. 
And look into my side. 

6 These are the wounds for you I bore 

The tokens of my pains. 
When 1 came down to free your^ouls . 
Fiom misery and chains; 

7 Justice unsheath'd its fiery sword, 
-^ And plung'd it in my heart. 

Infinite pangs fox you 1 bore, 
And tormenting smart. 

S When hell and all its spiteful pow'rs 
Stood dreadful in my way. 
To rescue those dear lives of yours, 
I gave my own away. 

D But, while I bled) and groan'd^ and dy'd, 

I ruin'd Sal ni'a throne ; 

High on my cross I hung, and .«py'd 
The monster tumbling dowi?. . . 

10 Now yoii must triumph at my feast. 
And taste my flesh, m) SlootI, 
And live eterni.l agLS bless'd, 
For 'tis imIno■'^'i3 food. 

: I Victorious G'^i, 'vhat can we pay 
For favours so divine ? 
We would Hcr.-OLe our hearts awav 
To be for ever thine 

'.2 We give thcc, Lord, our highest praise i 
ITie tribute ;of our iongues; 
But theme^ :^o infinite -s thijse 
Exceed cut uoVic^ot t>Q\\^«. 
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